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iekon tert cocaine tye {| spiritual exercises from day to day, is 
WOM eee ‘ rian oll | a full illustration and proof of this ar- 
A SERMON, | 


BY THE LATE REY. MOSES YOUNG, OF ee If you er take no delight 
ROMULUS. jin the truths and ordinances of the bi- 
ble, nor in the company of the pious, 
Joun, 11. 7.—¥e must be bornagain. _|and the spiritual duties of the closet, 
In the morning we considered the || thesfamily, the sabbath, and the sanc- 
nature and the necessity of the new 1 tuary; if these things weary or dis- 
birth. As to the nature of it, it was || gust you here, and you can find no 
observed, that it consisted in a change || entertainment but in sensual indul- 
of heart, or in a transfer of the affec- || gence, what would you do in heaven, 
tions from self to God, or from sin to || where all is spiritual and divine, in 
holiness. Thatit is radical. ‘The per- || comparison with the glory of which, 
son who experiences it, is really a jjthis world is as darkness itself? In 
new creature, feels and acts like || short, fromthe proofs and arguments 
another person, sees himself and all || adduced, we think that the conclusion 
other things in a new light,and adopts || comes out with all the force of demon- 
the language of Paul, as emphatically || stration, that sinners must be born 
descriptive of the truth; “Old things | again in order.to be saved. Our 
have passed away, behold ali things | plan was, after showing the nature 
have become new;” which language is || and necessity of the new birth, to con, 
necessarily unintelligible to all but such | sider, 
as have experienced what it means. | » 3M 
Vinally,it was observed that the new | is € 
birth is partial, and not perfect sanc- || theretgre 
tification; consisting simply in the re- || And, my hearers, this has the impor- 
moval of total depravity, or rm the de- | heing especially, the practical 
struction of reigning sin, but does not |). our subject. Itis not enongh 
effect the complete removal of it. for us the new birth described, 


(Continued from p. 293.) 













j.. The way in which this change 
peted. ‘To this point we are 


— 


With regard to the necessity of this 
change, we first alluded to the abun- 
dant testimony of the bible, and then 
displayed the reason on which this 


ourselves actually experience it, or 
the consequences are tremendous and 
eternal. It is important that we know 
testimony is grounded. That thereis|| whether our own agency is necessary 
such a difference of character between {| in this business,whether any responsi- 
sinners and:God, such a contrariety || bility, and if any, how much rests up- 
between the objects, employments || on us; whether the agency of God is 
and enjoyments of heaven, and their || concerned, and to what degree we 
hearts, as renders it absolutely impos- || are dependant on him, and also wheth- 
sible for them even to see, much less || er any means and instruments are nee 
toenjoy them. And here I may add || necessary, and how they areto be em- 
that their disrelish of holy objects. and |! ployed, and what degree of importance 
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32° 4 Sermon 


is attached to them. ‘These are all || does not precede but des ia the frsi 
points of great interest to us, and || right exercises Of course his own 
which we ought well to understand. || agency is indispensable in order to it. 

I shall now discuss these several || And this shows us the propriety and 
questions in as concise and intelligi- || the importance of God’s requiring of 
ble a manner as I can.’ And, | sinners,who are totally depraved, the 

Ist. As to our own agency in this || performance of holy duties. God ex- 
change,I observe, that it is both imper- || pressly requires them to make them- 
tantand indespensibly necessary. ‘This || selves a new heart. And this is im- 
is evident from the numerous com- | plicitly enjoined in every other duty, 
mands and exhortations of the bible to || and enjoined too upon those who nev- 
sinners on this subject. That change || er yet performed any duty. And 
which constitutes the new birth, is the || those who are the subjects of the new- 
precise object of every one of these. || birth, become so by a voluntary com- 


Sinners in their natural state, are guil- |) pliance with these commands; nor is 
ty of constantly violating them all. 


there any other possible way in which 
This constitutes their depravity and || this change cantake place. All who 
guilt, and lays the ground of the ne- || have experienced it, have experienced 
cessity of the change. In every ,di- 


it in this way; and none will hereafter 
yine injunction, therefore, they are || experience it but those who actually, 


themselves required to do that to : in obedience to God’s command, 








which they have no heart, and which || make themselves a new heart. And 
through obstinacy and perverseness of || it is of infinite importance to us, my 
mind, they never yet did; the first do- || hearers, that. this thought should be 
ing of which, however, in their case, || impressed upon our minds by the fin- 
constitues the very matter of the || ger of God. For every idea, incon- 
change called the new birth. The || sistent with the practical influence of 
first act of obedience to any divine || this truth, is an insuperable obstacle 
command, isa change of heart. Being || in the way of our salvation. Not 
born again, is nothing that can be dis- || until a sense of your infinite obligation 
tinguished from this. Whether it be |; to be holy, shall press upon you with 
humility, self-abasement, love to God || spiritual demonstration, will you ever 
or man, repentance of sin, faith in|} be able to arise from the dead, and 
Christ, or any act of virtue towards || walk in newness of life. 
any object whatever, any act of real | But I shall pass over the subject of 
goodness, it matters not what it is, it || responsibility, and consider it after- 
comes to this single point, and @onsti- || wards, if we have time, by way of in- 
tutesa change of heart, and isthe ve- || ference, and pass on, 
ry essence ef the new birth. Nor can 2dly. To the question whether the 

' 

| 

| 

! 











the new birth be conceived of, sepa- || agency of God is concerned, and to 
rate from such an affection of heart,and || what degree we are dependant on him. 
act of virtue on the part of him who/} in the new birth? ) 
is the subject of it. It is simply ceas- And here let us be careful and par- 
ing to do evil, and beginning to do || ticular; for this is a point of at least as 
well. But surely this cannot be done |! much importance as the other. For, 
without the creature’s agency. It is || my hearers, it does not follow that be- 
his own proper act. Consequently, || cause our own agency is so important 
the new birth is, on the part of the || and necessary in the new birth, that 
sinner, an active, voluntary change. |! therefore the agency of God must be 
He is not first changed and then puts || excluded. The divine agency may 
forth holy exercises, and performs.|| nevertheless be as important and in- 
right actions; but he is changed in|! dispensable as our own. And if it be, 
putting forth holy exercises and in|! it may appear absolutely necessary 
performing rightactions. The change ito the suecessfal exercise of ont 
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swer vo: aid L will tell you why. Be- 

cause the agency of the creature is a 
dependant agency. No man can act 
but as God works in him to will and 
to do. Sinners do not really believe 


wa agency, precisely lo Know this. | 
| 
| 
[= they feel as if they acted inde- 


hel here let it be observed that the 
scriptures give the agency of God a 
very conspicuous place in this work. 
Yea, they even ascribe it primarily 
and wholly tohim. Christ says in the 
3d verse, ms xeepta man Ye born of 
the Spirit, he can not see the kingdom 


' 
} 
i 
} 
| 
1 
| pendantly of God; or if they have any 
of G od.’ Nolan in the 12th and | 


idea of dependance, i it Is not in accor- 
dance with the truth. ‘The depen- 
dance which they acknoWledge,is sucii 
| as perfectly accords with a practical 
them: gave he power to become the || denial of all that belongs to the reality 
sons of God. Which were born, not || of their dependance. “And here lies 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, || the whole difficulty alleged in the ob- 
nor of the will of man, but of God.” || jection. Their dependance is far 


verses of the ist Chap. says of Christ 
‘Phat as many as received him, to 


tere the new birth is not only ascrib- 


ed to the agency of God, but in the | 


last verse,to his agency exclusively. | 
Christ asserts the same idea when he | 
said, “No man can come to me except | 
the Father which hath sent me, draw | 
him.’ And again, “It is the Spirit | 
that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth | 
nothing.” And again, “Except a man | 
have the Spirit of Christ he is none of ; 
his”? ‘Testimonies of this kind might | 
be cited without number, which “all 


| 


| more absolute and universal, than 





they are willing to admit, far more 
than they have any idea of. And it 
does not relate merely to the case ot 
the new birth, but extends equally to 
every point of their existence, and to 
every exercise of their hearts and lives. 
| Could you but realize that you are no 
more dependant on God in the new 

birth, than in any of your previous ex- 

ercises, every shadow of di feulty 
| would yanish from this subject in a 
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go to show that the new birth can ne- : moment. Indeed, one essential thing 


ver take place, without the agency of | 


God’s Spirit. The language of Paul 
to the Ephesians, may be addressed to 
all christians: “You hath he quicken- 
ed who were dead in trespasses and 
sins.” “No man, said John, can call 
Jesus, Christ,but by the Holy Ghost.” 
{Indeed every virtue that enters into | 
the christian character, is expressly as- 
cribed to the operation of the divine 
Spirit. It is the divine agency that 
makes the christian to differ from his | 
former self, and from others. Truth | 
constrains him to say with Paul, “By 
the grace of God Iam what t am.” 
All these testimonies go to show, not 
only that the agency of God is con- 
cerned in this thing, but that he is the 
primary and principal agent. He is 
represented as not only carrying on, 
but also as beginning the good work. 
But here some will object; Is not 
the agency of God,as here represented, 
inconsistent with what has been said 
of the agency of the creature? Does 
it not expressly contradict it? { an- 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| that you have to do in this change is, 


to realize your dependance. When 
you do this, it is truly your own vol- 


denying the divine agency, or mur- 
muring at the inconsistency of it, for 
the first time in your life of proud re- 
bellion you cheerfully ascribe it to 
Him who worketh all in all, and are 
prepared henceforth to walk humbl y 
with God. Instead of the divine 
agency being inconsistent with the 
agency of the creature inthe new birth, 
it is the first time in which he has vol- 
untarily concurred with it: and this 
cordial concurrence constitutes the 
change itself, and therefore both agen- 
cies,instead of being inconsistent with, 
or destructive of each other, are joint- 
ly necessary to the preduction of the 
effect. 

But let us go on now and con- 
sider, 

sdly. Whether any means and in- 
struments are necessary to the new 
birth; and if so, what degree of imper- 


| 
| untary act and deed. For, instead of 
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s ec a fis 


‘ance nitaches-to them aud uow are | 


they to be employed? 


And from the view whicli we have | 
taken of the natare of this change asa) 
work of sanctification, or the com- || 
mencement of holiness, we conclude |} 


that neither the agency of the crea- 
ture, nor the agency of God super- 
cedes, but requires the intervention of ; 
means. {f the new birth is an active | 
and voluntary change from sin to holi- 


|| heart, to effect the mighty change. 


regi: 


to Lie Mita. ‘ COPEL sysiem 


J put in exercise by which that trath 


which is able to make us wise unto sal- 
vation, is made to blaze on the view, 
and is divinely adapted, through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit and the 
voluntary concurrence of the sinner’s 
it 
we duly consider what this new birth 
isin its nature, consisting in the first 


voluntary act of hotiness, succeeding 


ness, then the presentation of appro- || 
| conceive of its taking place, even un- 


priate motives is necessary to its tak- | 
ing place. From the nature of the, 
human mind, it cannot act, nor can | 


the Spirit of God excite it to volunta- | 
ry action, but in view of an object. |, 


For instance: we cannot repent, but | 


We | 


in view of sin as against God. 


| grace. 


cannot believe, or love, or hate, but in |) 


view of some object or motive. Now 


as this great change consists in a vol- | 
untary act in which se/f, which has al- | 


ways been loved and served as the sue || 


a thing of nought, from a higher re- 
gard to God and his glory, surely 
some interesting motives are necessa- 
ry to excite this change. Now these 


preme good, is for ever renounced as | 


motives may be called means or in- » 


. > ° t 
struments of affecting the change, and | 
tion, attaches to the means of grace. 
Hence the Saviour pray- |, 


they may be identified with the truths 
of the bible. 


ed, “Sanctify them through thy truth; | 


thy word is truth.” The idea is, | 
change their hearts; deliver them from 


sin through the instrumentality of thy | 


word. 
christian strangers to whom he wrote, | 
that they had purified their souls in | 
obeying the truth through the Spirit. | 
“Being born again,” says he, “not |! 
with corruptible seed, but with incor- | 
ruptible, by the word of God.” And | 
Paul calls the word of God, the sword | 
of the Spirit, quick and powerful. 
And Jeremiah likens it toa fire and a 
hammer that breaketh the rock in pie- 
ces. Now the preaching of the gos- 
pel, the exhibition of its ordinances, | 
and the ebservance of its institutions, 
together with all the discipline of 
Providence, are means or instruments 
hy which the truth of God is presented 


The apostle Peter, told the | 


{ 


| 


a life of sin, we shall not be able to 


der the agency of the Holy Spirit, sep- 
arate from the instrumentality of truth. 
You can as easily predicate holiness 
of a stone, as of the mind of man, 
without what are called the means of 
For how can they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard, 


and hew can they hear without a 


preacher, and how can they preach 
except tney be sent? for faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. And it is only by what too 
many, alas, deem the foolishness of 
preaching, that God saves them that 
believe.  tncalculable - importance 


, therefore,as it respects the production 


of the new birth, and as it also respects 
? * . 
tne subsequent precess of sanctifica- 


rim e ° ye 

Pake away the bible,and the ministry, 
and the Sabbath, and the gracious in- 
stitutions of religion; take away the 


YQ 


a 


Be . Pe 
| ight of the gespel,and you put an ev- 


erlasting end ta the practicability of 
changing a sinner’s heart. It is this 
consideration that spreads the gloom 
of eternal despair, over the condition 
of those who leave this world of privi- 
lege in impenitence, and gives a tre- 
mendous emphasis to the sentence 
which is sealed in death, “He that is 
filthy shall be filthy still.” If sinners 
are not changed under the light of the 
gospel, what will they do in outer 
darkness, where is weeping and wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth? 

And now from what has been said 
on the importance of means, it becomes 
a serious question: How are they to 
be employed? I answer, on the part 
of God, the day of grace must be pro- 








thy 


cai” 
he 


he 
I's 


‘ 


‘th 
rst 
ne 


to 


'p- 


fat 
ce 
On 
ots 


he 
v~ 
of 
iS 
m 


1€ 
Pr 


I 


4 erMmon. 

‘“yacted, long sutlering exercised, the | And frem tie whoie we may remark, 
sceptre of mercy continually extended, } Ist. That there is no occasion to 
the Sabbath must be continued, the | feel and express such amazement and 
gospel preached and its ordinances ad- | surprise, as many do, when this sub- 
ministered, and innumerable mercies s | ject is stated and insisted on. Not a 
must be daily poured from the hand || few professing christians, and even 
of providence; and with these,suitable || some masters in Israel, together with 
afilictions must be wisely intermixed. || a host of surrounding sinners, exclaim 
And all the system of grace must be |} with. Nicodemus, when the new 
constantly administered from the me- || birth is held up, “How can these 
diatorial throne. All these things are || things be?” As though it was ex- 
necessary on the part of God in order || tremely foolish, and incapable of being 
to the accomplishment of his gracious || understood or explained, in any sense 
parpose in the salvation of sinners. |} that is not unintelligible or ridiculous. 
Ged does not employ these means as || Marvel not, said Christ, that I said un 
a piece of pageantry, but because they || to you, “Ye must be born again.” 
are the only way in which he can ef There is nothing peculiarly mysterious, 
fect their salvation. And these means || much less faalial about this subject; 
somehow must be brought to a prac- || nothing that removes it beyond the 
tical and influential bearing upon their |reach of human apprehension, or in- 
minds. It is through these alone that telligible explanation, more than be- 
the new birth must be effected by the longs to any other truth. We can un- 
power of the Holy Spirit. And on | derstand and tell as much about the 
the part of sinners, it is equally neces- |) nature of the new birth, as we can 
sary that these means of grace should |! about any exercise or operation of our 
become the objects of their serious and || minds. If you can conceive of one’s 
most solicitous attention. In short, |! beginning to love a good being, who has 
they must so attend to the truth as to ever before been an object of aversion, 
understand it; and they must be so! f simply because he is good and amia- 
convinced of it as ra ationally and hear- || ble, then you can understand the na- 
tily to believe it, and yield ‘their whole | tureof the new birth. And moreover, 
souls to its transforming infiuence. |} we can understand and feel the neces- 
And when all this takes place through 1 sity of this change, in order to our 
the conjoint influence of these several own happiness; and we can advance 
agencies, the great end is happily ac- | still onward, and survey the means 
complished: and thus sinners are sa- | and agencies ‘that are employed i in this 
ved through sanctification of the Spi- | thing, and see both their necessity and 
rit, and belief of the truth, and all to | | adaptedness to the effect. It is true 
the praise of the glory of the rich and | we cannot see, much less can we tell, 
abounding grace of God. A cordial |; every thing about the mode of divine 
belief of divine truth,.can properly be || operation. “The wind bloweth where 
called using the means of grace. jit listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
Those who merely attend upon “these | thereof ‘but canst not tell whence it 
means, but do not savingly believe, | cometh nor whither it goeth; so is ey- 
are guilty of abusing them, and turn || ery one that is born of the Spirit.” 

the grace of God into an occasion of |} But this difficulty is not peculiar to 
inereasing their guilt, and make it an || this subject. The same attends the 
instrument of aggravating their final || philosophy of wind, the growth of 
doom. grass, the propagation of animals, the 

We have now gone through with |) relation between the soul and the body, 

what we proposed to say on this sub- || and the way in which they mutually 
ject. Wehave considered the nature || affect each other; and indeed every 
and the necessity of the new birth, and |} subject, and every operation in the 
the manner in which it ts effected. universe. Instead then of marvelling 
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and raising captious difficulties, let us || to the love and service of God? 


Sermon. 


And 


{ bis . ° 
humbly hear what God has told us || are we now practicing holiness in the 


about this subject; and so hear that || fear of the Lord. 


our souls may live. 

2dliy. This subject teaches us the 
reality and greatness of our own re- 
sponsibility respecting the destiny of 
our souls. 

Alas, how many infer from this sub- 
ject a kind of fatality respecting their 
future state that precludes the impor- 
tance and use of any means of grace 
or agency of theirs. They conclude 
that the new birth is a thing that they 
have nothing to do with, and that their 
condition betore this takes place, is 
such as to render their own care and 
effort, useless and absurd. Yes, the 
great body of sinners under the gospel, 


are kept easy and secure on this delu- | 
sive ground, and are borne along down | 


the current of time, and never see 
their fatal error till they plunge into 
the abyss of endless we But if we 


have taken a right view of this sub- | 
ject, there is a sense in which it de- 


pends upon your choice, my friends, 


whether you are renewed and saved, 


You | 


or continue in sin and perish. 
can be the subjects of this change if 
you will. ‘Phe Spirit of God is ne- 
cessary indeed, but you are never em- 
barrassed for € ait 
Nay, you are abundantly active in 
God, only let your activity be direct- 
ed by the truth, instead of resisting 
the Spirit. Understand and be con- 
tent in your dependance. Cease to 
rebel; only let God, be God, and con- 
form yourselves to his unchanging will, 
and all is well. The awful event, 
whether you arise te heaven, or sink 
for ever in hell, is momentarily depen- 
ding upon the determination of your 
own minds. If you perish, it must be 
attributed to the obstinacy of your 
hearts. Ifyou will believe, you shall 
be saved; if not, you must perish for 
ever, 

Sd. Our subject calls upon us, to 
ask ourselyes whether we have been 
born again. The question is, “Have 
we turned, or been turned, (it matters 
not which,) from the evil of our ways, 


want of divine aid. 
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Are we walking iy, 
the Spirit, or are we fulfilling the lusts 
of the Jesh? The new birth is some- 
thing more than the outward rite o/ 
baptism, or visible membership with 
the church: It is an inward and radi- 
cal change of heart, by which we be- 
come new creatures, and are transla- 
ted from the darkness of nature, and 
from the kingdom of Satan, into the 
light and liberty of the sons of God; 
in which we cease to live unto our- 
selves, and glorify God in our bodies 
and in our spirits which are his. O let 
us examine and prove ourselves, and 
be careful that we do not deceive our- 
selves with a name to live whilst we 
are dead. 

4th. Our subject teaches us the im- 
portance of attending upon the means 
of grace, and at the same time not to 
forget our dependance on the Holy 
Spirit. If we are ever saved, my 
dear hearers, there is but one way in 
which it can be effected; and that is 
through sanctification ef the Spirit and 
belief of the truth. Those who disre- 
gard either of these are in a fatal error. 
If you neglect the Spirit, the bible, and 
the Sabbath, and the sanctuary, and 
the ordinances of the gospel, you are 
far from the kingdom of heaven. 
And these who attend upon these 
things in a formal, self-sufficient and 
unbelieving manner, are treasuring up 
unto themselves wrath against that 
great day, which will try every man’s 
work, of what sort it is. O my dear 
friends, there is reason why ministers 
should feel anxious for your immortal! 
souls. 

And now I entreat you to lay to 
heart the plain and faithful instructions 
ofthis day; and by the love which I 
bear you in the gospel, by the worth 
of your souls, by the mercies of God, 
by the dying compassion of Christ, 
by the alluring glories of heaven, and 
by the threatning terrors of hell, I be- 
seech you to be renewed in the tem- 
per of your minds,that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable.and 
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Sketch of a Year's Preacinng. 32; 


periect will of God, and be prepared 

10 enjoy an inheritance amongst all 

ihem that are sanctified. | 
—-LFo— 

For the Utica Christian Repository. 
SKETCH OF A YEAR’S PREACHING. 
(Continued from page 318.) 

36. If ye then being evil know how 
to give good gifts unto your children; 
how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him? 

In order to obtain the gift of the 
Spirit, we should pray for it, with a 
sense of our unworthiness; with a dis- 
position to put away our sins; with a 
readiness to submit to his teachings, 
and obey his dictates, witch are in the 
written word; with a sense of our 
need of his influences; and of the in- 
sufficiency of all means without them; 
with earnestness; with perseverance; 
and a disposition to give glory to 
God. God is more ready to give the }, 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him than |} 

earthly parents are to give g good gifis 
to their children, because, he loves his | 
children better; he has more delight 


a 
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| 


| 


it; because we are so liabie to be led 
astray; there are so many things adap- 

ted to lead us astray; the great adver- 
sary is watching; no other duty is 
likely to be performed without this; 
eminent saints have fallen into sin, 
through neglect of watching; the great- 
est sins grow out of apparently small 
beginnings; death is before us; after 
death is the judgment, and the solemn 
retributions of eternity. Are we pre- 
pared for them? 

38. Extemporary remarks on Acts 
12. Peter’s deliverance from pri- 
son, in answer to the prayers of the 
church. 

39. Their way shall be unto them 
as slippery ways in the darkness; they 
shall be driven on, and fall thereiz. 

It is the way of sinners,not to think 
on religious subjects, not to pay at- 
tention to what they hear; not to be- 


| lieve what the bible says; to pervert 


| 


| 





what truth they do believe; when seri- 
ously impressed to be easily diverted; 


or, to fly to, and trust in their own 


doings; to catch at any thing which 
seems to promise them safety; and to 


in doing good; it is a greater gilt; the || persuade themselves that every one 


want of it is a greater evil; he is more |W ho dies goes to heaven. 


honoured by the bestowment of the 
sift; it is a gift of mere importance in 
its effects upon others; and its efiects 
are more lasting; and because he has 
made promises to hear and answer 
prayer. How great is the condescen- 
sion of God; how great is our respon- 
sibility; how ungrateful have we been; 
how shall we answer for our neglect 
of asking, and for our present coldness 
and stupidity? 

37. Funeral. What I say unto 
you, I say unto all, watch. 

The commanded duty implies, that 
we be disposed to know our duty; our 
dangers; our obligations to our Lord; 
that we have a supreme regard for his 
henor; a due regard to our own good; 
to that of others; perseverance in duty; 
guarding against the approaches of 
evil; and that we be sensible of our 
liableness to be called to our accouni, 
atany time. It is important that we 

“omply with it-because Gad commands 


There is rea- 
son to apprehend they will be driven 
on, till they fall; because, God has al- 
ready waited long; he must show his 
justice as well as his mercy; he 
must show his sovereignty; he must 
show how great an evil it is, to de- 
spise his grace, abuse his patience, and 
reject his word; and there are many 
declarations of scripture which cannot 
be fulfilled but in those who have the 
gospel and neglect to improve it. 

40. Extemporary remarks on the 
parable of the supper, Luke 14. Pro- 
vision is made for the salvation of sin- 
ners; they are invited to come, and 
partake freely; they all refuse; some 
are brought in; while those who per- 
sist in refusing, exclude themselves, 
and perish for ever. 

41. Ihave planted, Apollos water- 
ed; but God gave the increase. 

Sermon mislaid. It was designed 
to show, why ministers of the gospe! 
cannot be depended on for the conver- 
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sion of sinners; that God alone can be || friends; the conversion of others; bi, 
depended on; that we must use the || awakening them; and by the death o; 
means of his appointment, and pray ‘others. You have reason to expect 
to him to make them effectual. | God will not hea ur, When you cry unto 
42. For I was alive without the | him, because, it is right you shoul | 
law once; but when the commandment } now cry in vain, since you have so 
came, sin revived, and I died. long refused; it is proper that God 
‘The apostle dues not mean, that he } should show what an evil it is to pre- 
was in the situation of the heathen; | sume on his long suffering; despise his 
nor that he was without the written ' callss make light of Christ; and reject 
Jaw in his possession; nor that he was his offered mercy; your cries do not 
actually alive unto God; nor that he || arise from any regard to God; some of 
was guiltless in what he did; but, that || those, who hear the gospel and abuse 
he then supposed himself conformed it, must be destroyed, that the scrip- 
to the law, and thought he was alive. | tures may be fulfilled; God has alrea- 
When the commandment came home dy refused to hear some who had re- 
to his conscience, sin revived, in that || fused to hear him; you have probabiy 
lie became conscious of sins of which | cried unto him already without success; 
re was before ignorant; that things and he has told sinners that they shall 
which he had thought right were real- lcryin vain. ‘Because I have called, 
ly wrong; that his heart was full of | and ye refused,” &c. Prov. 1. 
evil; and that his sins were continual- | 44. Prepare to meet thy God. 
ly increasing, in number and aggrava- I:xtemporary remarks, to show, 
tion. THe died, in that his hopes of || who God is; where we must meet 
justification by the law were slain; his | him; for what purpose; what prepara- 
expectation of pardon through the || tion Is necessary; and urge all to do it 
Jewish sacrifices was destroyed; his |; without delay. 
hope that he was already a child of | 45. Because thou knewest not the 
God was destroyed; he saw himself || deme of thy visitation. 
justly condemned; and expected to You enjoy a time of God’s merciful 
be cast off for ever. Sinners must be jj visitation, while his patience is length- 
brought to this, before they are made |i ened out; while his judgments are de- 
alive; the way to promote the life of || layed; w hile you tiave his words while 
sinners, is first to promote such a | he is warning you by his providences; 
death; those who give encouragement || while prayer may be made and heard; 
to sinners under conviction, or direc- || while God may be found; while Christ 
tions which tend to keep them from || knocks, invites, and comes near; is 
being slain, are preventing their being |] giving mercy to others; while chris- 
imade alive; sinners always grow || tians warn you, pray for you, and in- 
worse under conviction; we see the || struct you; and while you have not yet 
use of the doctrine of reprobation, it || filled up the measure of your iniqui- 
iends to slay sinners; we see why so |/ties. It is important you should 
many have a hope, who give no evi- || know it, because of its influence upon 
dence of real conversion, they have || your present happiness; that of others 
never been slain, but are alive without || around you; that of succeeding genc- 
the law. Have we been really made || rations; the salvation of souls; the en- 
alive? Let us pray tor sinners, that | joyments of heaven are desirable; the 
they may be really made alive. pains of hell will be insupportable and 
AS. Therefore 74 1g come to pass everlasting. Will you not know, and 
that as he cried, and they would not || regard it, before it 5 too late? 
hear; so they cr ied, and I would not 46. W e speak that we do know, and 
hear, saith the Lord of hosts. testify that we have seen; and ye re- 
God has called to sinners, by his || cetve not our wetness. . 
werd: his ministers: their christian | Christians have learned. from the! 
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own experience, that mankind are by 51. And hath given to us the min- 
nature at variance with God; totally || 2stry of reconciliation. 
depraved; exposed to his wrath and There is a controversy between 


ens; have no excuse for their rejection |] end he has in view in all he does; the 
of the gospel; that no degree of con- || great end that men ought to have in 
viction makes sinners any better but || view; the requirements of the divine 
worse; they have learned the perni- || law; the extent and ends of divine 
cious tendency of directions different || providence; the accountability of man; 
from what the bible gives; and that || the punishment whieh sin deserves; 
there is no hope for any but in the || the right of God to do more for one 
sovereign mercy of God. Sinners do |; than he does for anether; the right of 
not believe *he testimony of christians, || God to give up the happiness of some; 
because they have not learned these || the nature and extent of human de- 
things by their experience; they suffer || pravitv; and their treatment of the 
their inclinations to blind their judg- |; Lord Jesus Christ, and his invitations. 
ment; they love the world; these things || It is right for you to give up your side 
give them pain; they seek their own |j of the controversy; it is God with 
interest supremely; and because they || whom you are contending; who always 
do not see sufficient preof in christians || does what is best; who ought not to 
that they themselves believe these || give up any part of his claims; and if 
things. But it is important that sin- || he should, it would destroy the com- 
ners should believe these things, be- || fort of christians; destroy all the glory 
cause, the disbelief of them tends to |, of the gospel; if sinners persevere in 
keep them stupid; to take a wrong || justifying themselves, they cannot be 
course when awakened; to think they || convicted and converted; if God must 
are christians when they are not; to |) »ot do more for one’than for anether, 
use their influence to destroy other || none will be saved; if sinners adhere 
sinners; and because unless they do || te the ground they take, it would ren- 
believe these things, and know them jj der them miserable, even if they could 
by their own experience, they must be |! get to heaven; it will exclude them 
miserable for ever. Christians ought || from heaven, and bring them to hell; 
to remove their stumbling blocks; cry | it will lead others to do the same; the 
| 


curse; deserve all that the law threat- God and sinners, respecting the great 
| 








LS SSS 





to God for help; inquire what they || day of the Lord is at hand; his pa- 
can do, and do it. It is a critical |) tience cannot long be continued. What 
time,and every one ought to be awake. | part are we taking in this controversy? 
47. I will yet for this be inquired |, Let christiansjbeware of taking sides 
of, by the house of Israel, to do it for || against God; let them inquire wheth- 
them. er God has no controversy with them; 
Extemporary remarks on the na-j|let them repent, and remove their 
ture and efficacy of prayer, the encour- || stumbling blocks. Who will now be- 
agements to pray for the Spirit, and | come reconciled te God? 
the importance of its being done at this 52. According to his mercy he 
time. saved us. 
| 











48. Extemporary remarks on Isai- The mercy of God is boundless, 
ah 5S. The sufierings of Christ to || free, unmingled, sovereign, everlasting, 
make atonement, and the manner in|} God like mercy. The salvation ot 
which he was treated by sinners. |} men depends upon it, because all have 

49. No. 40, repeated. sinned; repentance cannot make atone- 





Extemporary remarks on Luke 17. || ment; no human power can turn sin- 
26—29, As it was in the days of Noe, || ners; no means can do it; when sinners 
&c. showing the carelessness, worldly || are awakened, they uniformly resist, 
mindedness, and stupidity of sinners, || and fight against God; and even 
and their sudden destruction. christians would still perish, if the 


42 


f 


7" 
\ 
i 
: 
‘ 
8 
4 4 
ss as 
- 
Bi 
a 
q i 
: 
th 
a 
ae 
aie 
t i 
2 
4 
. 
+ ; 
‘ re 
tu tnt 
? e 
a i 
ef 
fees 
Age. 
a : 
cae ig 
i 
> 4 
Eee ® j. 
mth yi 
= lUt 
a 
ae 
ee bie 
aot Hs 
: eee 
Reel 
, 
eau 
Dk 
eo 
as 
i" 
peaee 
or 
7 
Fe! 
- 
Pye 
tele te 
wey 
wa, |: 
Be} 
é a 
: : 
ig 
ee 
J an.) 
i 
4 ‘a 
: 
; a 
7 
ty, 
if 
4 
# 
i 
-— 


Pa 


- ee 
Ce ~ 











386 Sketch of a Year's Preaciaig 


mercy of God were not continu- they sustain; irom their treatment o: 
ed. God; from God's feelings towards 

53. To-day if ye will hear his voice, || them; from their having become so 
harden not your hearts. hardened under the gospel; from the 

Hearing his voice, implies, turning || small number which the bible repre- 
from sin; accepting the offer of mercy; || sents as being saved; because experi- 
devoting ourselves to God; making re- || ence and observation confirm this 
ligion our great business; and doing || representation of scripture; because 
these things now. Sinners harden || they have no disposition to repent, be- 
their hearts, by pleading their want of || lieve, submit, love God, and deny 
a right disposition; by putting off what || themselves; because the things they 
ought to be done now, in order to do || are disposed to do, all lead to destruc- 
something else first; by depending up- || tion; and because they all indulge un- 
on others; by abusing the doctrine of |) founded and unscriptural hopes, which 
sovereign grace; by abusing the doc- ee their being awakened, con- 


i 
' 
\ 
! 


trine of human ability; by doing every || victed, and converted. 

thing from selfish motives; by allow- 56. What meanest thou, O slee- 
ing their attention to be diverted to || per? 

other things; and by thinking they To professors of religion. It is an 
must wait God’s time. It is impor- || indication that you are asleep, if you 
tant they should obey God to-day, be- |! neglect the duties of the closet; of the 
cause it is their indispensable duty; || family; neglect to speak often one to 
they are making repentance a greater || another; if you have lost a realizing 
and more difficult work; they are ad- || sense of eternal things; if you are 
ding provocations against God; they || much concerned for your own honour, 
are drawing nearer the close of their || and but litile for the honour of God; 
period of probation; and they must|j if you are worldly minded; if you 
soon be brought to the judgment seat, || have no concern for sinners; and for 
to answer fortheirconduct. Will you |] your brethren; if you cannot give and 


now obey? || receive reproof, in the spirit of meek- 
54. Itis a fearful thing to fall in- | ness; and if you do not feel distressed 
to the hands cf the living God. 'atthe low state of religion among us. 


To make this appear, consider what |} What do you mean? Do you mean 
God is, omniscient, holy, immutable, || to flee out of God’s hands? to contin- 
faithful to his word, never having his || ue to dishonour him? to provoke more 
attention diverted from you and your || judgments? to backslide still further? 
conduct; he holds you in his hands, || to stupify your conscience still more? 
and is able to make you as miserable || to draw others with you in the road to 
as you deserve. Consider what you || perdition? to weaken the hands of any 
deserve; how you have treated his law: || who are disposed to do their duty? to 
his Son; his instructions; his warnings. || stand in the way of the salvation of sin- 
Consider, that your own conscience || ners? to induce others to backslide? 
will be on God’s side, and that of all | to prevent a revival of religion? to de- 
others; that you will have a perfect || stroy your own hope, and die in de- 
recollection of your whole life, a keen || spair? 











sense that your own perverse conduct o7. Parable of the fruitless fig- 

lias destroyed you; that there will al- || tree. Luke 13. 

ways be wrath to come; and that all This describes the state of impeni- 

the saints will sing alleluia, when you jj tent sinners. God has planted you 

perish. : || in his vineyard; he has made you ra- 
35, [How can ye escape the damna- || tional beings; given you instructions, 

tion of hell? | respecting his character, and yours, 


Sinners have reasou to expect they || and the way of salvation by Christ; 


7) 


om destrovec, from the character | awakened vou more or less; made yout 
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suture state to depend on the choice 
which you make for yourself; set be- 
fore you the most weighty motives; 
given you power to influence others; 
done more in the way of means, to 
render you fruitful, than he was obli- 
ged to do; and waited longer upon you 
than the period mentioned in the par- 
able. Yet, you have yielded no fruit: 
you have refused to give God your 
heart; not done your duty to your 
neighbour; nor te yourselves; have 
yielded yourselves to the influence of 
the great adversary; maintained a con- 
troversy with your Maker; rejected 
the mercy of the gospel; been entirely 
selfish in all you have done; and nowsus- 
tain the character which is ascribed to 
the wicked inthe word of God. Con- 
sidering these things, is it not reason- 


able to expect that you should be cut | 
down, as cumberers of the ground? | 


You cut down those trees which yield 
no fruit; the honour of God requires 


that such be destroyed; the value he | 


puts upon the sufferings of his Son, 
and the greatness of his grace towards 
them that are saved, will appear in the 
destruction of such as you; God has 
already cut down many such; and he 
has pledged himself to destroy the 
wicked for ever in hell. Do chris- 
tians know these things; and will they 
not tell sinners of them? 

58. To him that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not,to himit is stn. 

To do wrong, knowing it to be 
wrong, greatly aggravates our sin. 
You know, that God is good, and that 
you ought to love him supremely; 
that he is your Maker, and that you 
ought to submit yourselves to his dis- 
posal; your Preserver, and that you 
ought to be devoted to his service; the 
Giver of all your blessings, and that 
you ought to employ them all for him; 
that the bible is his word, and that you 
ought to receive and obey it; that God 
hates sin, and that you ought to hate 
it; that he feels compassion for sinners, 
and that you ought to; that he loves 
Christ, and that you ought to; that he 
is displeased with those who_ despise 


|is exceedingly criminal to abuse his 
patience, and you abuse it; that a sel- 
| fish temper is vile and loathsome, and 
| you indulge it; that God requires you 
| to repent, and that you ought to obey; 
|, that his warnings are sent in kindness, 
| and that you ought to regard them; 
that God does right in hating you, and 
condemning you, and that you ought 
| to love him, for doing right; you know 
that you ought to obey his voice now; 
that your sins are already more than 
can be numbered, and yet you will 
not stop. What matter of bitter re- 
| flection are you preparing for your- 
|| selves, on a bed of death; and what 
| materials for a source of torment to 
| alleternity. Mow will you condemn 
and despise yourselves for ever, for 
| your folly and wickedness! 
, 59. No. 54, repeated. 
60. And hath given him authority 
| to exccute judgment also, because he 
2s the Sor of man. 

‘There must be a day of judgment, 
to do justice to God; to the saints; to 
the wicked; to let the character and 
conduct of every one be fully under- 
stood. It is suitable that Christ should 
{be the Judge, because he is the 
Son of man; because he is the Son of 
God; and because the rejection of the 
gospel is one of the greatest sins for 
which men will be condemned. All 
things will be brought into judgment, 
all the acts of obedience of the chil- 
' dren of God, all their sins, and all the 
| evil deeds of the wicked. It willbea 
'solemn day to all; a day in which ma- 
ny will be disappointed; a day in which 
the value of the gospel will appear; a 
day that wil! show the importance of 
both truth and error; and a day in 
which the warnings of pious friends 
will be remembered with peculiar in- 
terest. Who is prepared for that day? 
Should it now break upon us, are we 
ready? 

61. The same, repeated. 

2. No. 53, repeated. 

63. No. 8, repeated. 

64. Oh that my people had heark.- 
ened unto me, and Israel had walked 
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his mercy. and you despise if that it || in my ways, I showld soon Iraye sib- 
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dued their enemies, and turned my es they shall be partakers, thougi: 
hand against their adversaries. The || they do net come; many pretend they 
haters of the Lord should have sub- || cannot come, when it is nothing but a 
mitted themselves unto him: but || will not; when sinners are awakened, 
their time should have endured for | they act more unreasonably and wick- 
ever. ;edly than before, sinning with their 

Ways of the Lord, in which his || eyes open. What will be the conse- 
people ought to walk, are, to make | quence? Some reject it, and remain 
his glory their great and ultimate ob- stupid till they die; seme who have 
ject; to regard the good ef their fellow i been awakened become more stupid; 
creatures; to repent of their sins; to || some embrace a false hope; some cry 
look to him for his Spirit, by humble, in vain for mercy, on their death bed; 
earnest, and persevering prayer; to be God will destroy all who continue to 
united in the use of appointed means || reject the offer. Their destruction 
to save souls; to enforce all by mani- |! would have been just, had no provi- 
festing the temper of Christ; and to || sion been made; or had the offer been 
trust in God, looking to him alone for | made but once; it has been often made, 
success. If God’s people would walk || and rejected; to treat the offer so, dis- 
in his ways, there would be reason to || covers great contempt of God, great 


expect God would convert sinners,and || ingratitude, great folly, and great con- 
build up his church; because, these 


tempt of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
things are well suited, as means, to 66. Therefore am I troubled at his 
produce that effect; well suited to || presence: when I consider, I am afraid 
please Ged; he is honoured by helping | of him. 
| 
| 
| 











his church under such circumstances; 
because that effect has been produced 
when these things were done; all the 
calamities of the church have been 
connected with the neglect of these | 
things; and because God has made ma- | 
ny promises to prayer. The church | 
are ina situation of amazing responsi- 
bility; the decline of the church, and 
the stupidity of sinners can be accoun- 
ted for. Will you now awake? Ifonly 
one will, it will be said, in the great 
day, “thou hast delivered thy soul.” | 
65. Parable of the marriage feast. | 
Matt. 22. 68. Enter ye in at the strait gate: 
Mankind were justly condemned; || for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
there was no help but in Gods he pro- | way that leadeth to destruction, and 
vided a Saviour, who made atonement || many there be which goin thereat: be- 
by his death, sufficient for all. The | cause strait is the gate, and narrow 
offer made to them in consequence, is || 7s the way which leadeth unto life, 
not to accept of works performed with- || and few there be that find it. 
out a new heart; ner to give them a/|_ Life is a journey; the gate is at the 
new heart in consequence of such || end of the way, and opens into heaven 
works; nor to exempt them from pun- | or hell. It is easy to make progress 
ishment without any conditions; but it || in the broad way, without opposition; 


God. Think of his presence; his 
knowledge; his holiness; his justice; 
his power; his greatness and majesty; 
and how they are all arrayed against 
you, who are full of sin. How won- 
derful that he has waited upon you so 
long; how easily can he destroy you; 
how justly; how much you deserve to 
have it done instantly. Acquaint 
yourselves now with him, and be at 
peace. Repent, and accept of offered 
mercy, without delay. 
| 67. The same, repeated. 














——— 


is an offer of pardon, on condition of || it will admit of the greatest numbers; 
their changing their course: How is || great variety of character; persons of 
the offer treated? Many will not || every opinion; and of great diversity 
give it a candid hearing; many attempt || of practice. The narrow way, is the 
to change the conditions; many pre- || way of repentance: faith; self-denial: 


Sinners have reason to be afraid of 
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disinterested love; holy obedience; op- 
position to the world, the flesh, and the 
devil; it exposes to persecution, and 
sometimes to death. We should re- 
gard the exhortation, because it is rea- 


sonable; it would honour God; do | 


good to others; save our own souls 
and because there is great danger of 
our failure. Do you think you are 
walking in the narrow way? Why |) 
do you think so? Does your daily | 
walk give evidence of it? 
that ve be not deceived. 

69. Fast day. And restrainest 
prayer before God. 

We have been professing to pray 
for the out-pouring of the Spirit and a 
revival of religion: but, are we not re- 
ally restraining prayer, as regards this 
object?, What leads any to do so? 
Some are led into it, by being satisfi- 
ed with themselves; some become in- 
different to the honour of God; the 
good of their brethren; the good of 
sinners; some pervert the doctrine of 
submission; some, the doctrine of de- | 
crees; some conclude that others will |! 
not pray, if they do; seme, that others 
will, if they do nots; some conclude 


yet answered; some think it is in vain 
to try, they have so little of the spirit 
of prayer; some think the conduct of 
others so wrong that God cannot give 
his Spirit; some may think themselves 
so guilty, that God cannot hear them; 
some may determine to continue in 
sin; some may feel unwilling to per- 
form other duties, the omission of 
which would be inconsistent with con- 
tinuing to pray. We ought to guard 
against the fault of restraining prayer, 
and continue to pray, because God 
commands it; it is the means he has 
appointed to obtain the blessing; it ap- 
pears to be of great importance that 
there should be a revival here, for the 
honour of God, the good of ourselves, 
of the church, of our children, and of 
others; we must continue crying to 
God, because all other help is vain; 
and because we are hastening to the 
great day of account. What we do, 
must be done quickly. 





Take heed |) 
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70. Repent, and turn’ yourselves 
from all your transgressions; so ini- 
| quity shall not be your ruan. 
| What is required of sinners? You 
are not required to make atonement 

for sin; nor to do any thing which be- 

longs te Ged to do; nor to exercise any 

powers of which you are destitute; Dit, 

| you are required to leave off sinning 

to loathe and abhor sin on account of 
| its own evil nature; to feel as God 
i feels; to believe, love, and obey him. 
What will be the consequences of re- 
fusing? You will be self-condemned; 
condemned by all other creatures; you 
will remain under the curse of the law; 
under the condemnation of the gospel; 
God will show in you for ever how 
creat asin it is to abuse offered mercy; 
and all your sins will stand against 
you, and be fresh in your recollection 
for ever. How bold and daring it is 
in the sinner to plead that he cannot 
comply? Is there none who will now 
comply? 

71. Communion day. Come, and 

let us join ourselves to the Lord in a 
| perpetual covenant that shall noi be 


A 


| forgoiten. 
their prayers do no goed, because not | 


‘The connexion speaks of the return 
of the children of Israel from their 
backslidings, weeping, and seeking the 
Lord their God, and saying this to one 
another. You are now about to re- 
new your covenant, in which you pro- 
fess, that you love ‘the true God, and 
are pleased with his whole charac ter; 
his law; his way of salvation; that you 
repent of all your sins; receive Christ 
by faith; feel benevolence towards all 
mankind; and complacency in those 
who appear to be real christians. You 
promise, to make the law of God your 
rule, to deny all ungodliness; to give 
up yourselves to the teaching and gov- 
ernment of the Lord Jesus; to walk 
with this church in all the ordinances 
ef Christ; and with the members of 
it as becometh a member, according 
to the requirements of the gospel. 
With what disposition sheuld this 
covenant be renewed? With a seri- 
ous inquiry how you have fulfilled it 
hitherto; with deep repentance for ev- 
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ery failure; with a sense of your ex- 
posedness to temptation; of your dan- 
ger of complying with temptation; 
with a sense of the importance of hon- 
ouring God, by doing what you pro- 
mise; its importance to yourselves; 
your brethren; the cause of Christ in 
the world; its influence on your chil- 


respects the continuance of the gospel 
in this place; with a disposition to 
look to God for help; a resolution to 
watch, and pray,and live near to God; 
with a resolution to do what you pro- 
mise; and with a deep sense of the sol- 
emn account of the great day. 

72. I beseech thee, show me thy 
glory. 

What constitutes the glory of God? 
His perfections, and especially his 
moral perfections, including justice, as 
well as mercy. Why do sainis de- 
sire to see the glory of God? Becanse 
they love God for his perfections; they 
love holiness in its own nature; they 
hate sin, and wish to see its evil na- 
ture exposed to abhorrence; they 
have a high regard for the happiness 
of God, which is made by the exer- 
cise of his perfections; and for the | 
happiness of creatures, which is made | 
by seeing and enjoying the divine per- | 
fections. We see why christians de- | 
sire and pray for a revival of religion, 
for the glory of God, and not merely 
for the salvation of sinners; the former | 
is more important in their view. We | 
sce how saints can rejoice at the | 
struction of the wicked, as Moses did 
at the Red Sea; they do not rejoice in | 

| 


the sin, nor in the misery of those that 
perish, but in the exercise and exhibi- 
tion of the glorious justice of God. 
We see why selfish creatures do not | 
comprehend how any can rejoice in 
the glory of God; they rejoice in noth- 
ing but their own happiness. Selfish 
creatures cannot partake of the joys 
of heaven; the saints will be always 
increasing in holiness and happiness, 
by seeing more and more of the glory 
of God; we see why real saints take 
such delight in the doctrines of the 
cosnel, itis through them they see the 





\ 
dren, and others; its importance as it 
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| glory of God; and this is tae reason 

| why selfish creatures have such a dis- 
| taste for them. Do we desire to sec 
the glory of God, and pray for it, as 
Moses did? then we may hope to sec 

t Have we no such desires? then 
we may expect others will see it in 
our destruction. 

73. Yet ye say,the way of the Lord 
is not equal. Hear now,O house of Is- 
racl; is not my way equal? ure not 
your ways unequal? 

Some of the ways of God, of which 
sinners complain, are,his disaprobation 
of all selfishness; his representing sin- 

| ners as wholly odious and vile; his re- 
| presenting himself as disposed to pun- 
lish them for ever; his claiming the 
right to have mercy on whom he will, 
and to harden whom he wills and his 
requiring them to love him for his jus- 
tice, as well as hismercy. ‘They com- 
plain of them, because, they have a 
low opinion of God; a high opinion of 
themselves; a low idea of the evil na- 
ture of sin; and because they are su- 
premely selfish. Yet, they have no 
just cause of complaint; for, selfish- 
ness is wrong; things ought to be re- 
garded according to their real worth, 
as far as that is seen; sinners are whol- 
ly selfish; it is right that sin should be 
disapproved of now and for ever, and 
that suitable tokens of disapprobatioa 
should be given; God is under no ob- 
ligation to any, to have mercy upon 
them; those whom God hardens and 
punishes, are treated no worse than 
they deserve; they ought to love God 
for doing right, and for acting as wis- 
dom and goodness requires; all who 
have become christians, and many 
who have not, have confessed that 
God was right, and they wrong. We 
see, that those schemes of religion 
which suit the carnal heart, cannot be 
true; that sinners ought to submit un- 
conditionally to God; those who are 
not disposed to comply, have great 
reason to fear, that God intends to 
make them examples of his just dis 
pleasure. 

74. Out of thine own mouth will I 

judge thee, thou wicked servant. 
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lia man had employed us to work 
for him, and given us written direc- 
tions, and we were slothful, and left 
the work undone, what weuld be 


as sinners do? that there are so many 
different opinions about the work to be 
done, and how it isto be done, that we 
cannot tell what to do, theagh we have | 
written directions, as ptain as language 
can make them; that, if the work ts to 





| 
thought of our making such excuses, | 
| 


| 
be done, it will be,and if it is not to be | 
done, it will not be, whether we work | 
or remain idle; that, we have no dis- | 
position to work, and know not how to | 
set a disposition, and though we have 
been trying to get a disposition to work, 
we seem to be no nearer it, and we | 
cannot sce how we are. to blame for | 
our disposition to be idle; that, not- | 
withstanding all that is said to us, we | 
cannot feel the importance of doing | 
the work assigned us. It is danger-| 
ous for you to make such pleas, be- | 
cause it tends to harden you still more; | 
tends to prevent conviction and con-| 
version; and it is highly provoking to | 
God, for you to throw the blame up | 
on him. How solemn is your situa- | 





tion; God has given you his word; | 











nor of power to accept it; nor because 
the conditions are hard to be under- 
stood; nor because things of more im- 
portance engross their attention; nor 
because they are net warned of their 
danger; nor because there is any de- 
cree which keeps those from being 
saved who are willing; nor because 
God refuses to give salvation to those 
who ave willing; nor because the terms 
are unreasonable. 
any other reason than because they are 
unwilling. 
their destruction will be just; their 


There cannot be 
Sinners have no excuse; 


punishment will be consistent with the 


goodness of God; ihey will have no 
reason ever to complain; how bitter 
will be their reflections in eternity. 


How desirable it is, that God should 
be able, and disposed, to make some 


willing, in the day of his power. 


76. Funeral of an aged man. 
Your Fathers, where are they? and 
the prophets, do they dive for ever? 

Suitably remembering that we have 
not long to live, implies, that we are 
well assured that we embrace the 
truth, as it isin Jesus; have good evi- 
dence that we have been born again; 
that we are at peace with God; pre- 


. . ! . e 
you are forming a character for eter- || pared to enjoy Ged as he is; that we 


nity; your guilt is increasing; you 


must give account to God; your proba- 
ion will d; and whatif it should | 
tion will soon end; and whatif it shou 


end now? How foolish it is, to make | 
excuses, which you know to be worse | 
than none, and which you know are 
helping to destroy you! 

75. Ye willnot come to me, that ye | 
might have life. | 

The unwillingness to be saved,which | 
sinners feel, is not an unwillingness to | 
avoid misery; to be made happy; nor | 


made holy, at some future time, as a 
less evil than damnation; but, it is, a 
dislike of holiness in its own nature, 
an opposition of heart to that which is 
essential to salvation. Nothing but 
their own unwillingness keeps sinners 
from being saved; it is not the want 
of benevolence in God; nor the want 
of a Saviour; nor of sufficiency in the 
itonement; nor of an offer of mercy; 


the want of a selfish willingness to be 


are doing what we ought for his hon- 
our and glory here; what we ought for 
the good of our brethren; of our chil- 
dren; and of posterity. It is im- 
portant to remember that we have not 
long to live, because we are apt to for- 
get it; we have not long to live; what 
is left undone now, will be left undone 
for ever; the consequences of what we 
do now-will be vastly important; our 
obligations are great and solemn; they 
cannot be thrown off; and we shall 
soon meet, at the bar ef God, all 
those over whom we have exerted a 
good or bad influence. God is in- 
creasing our obligations by this provi- 
dence; let aged christians be active; 
let aged sinners think how near their 
end is; let us all remember, that we 
must soon go to judgment. 

77. He flattereth himself in his 
own eyes, until his iniquity be found 
to be hateful. 
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The sinner sometimes flatters him- ! 
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from the removal of its members }, 
death, and otherwise. From these 





self, that he is a christian already; | 


that there is no need ef being born 
again; that it is very easy to bea 
christian; that he shall be more dispo- 
sed to be one hereafter; that a death 
bed repentance will suffice; and that 
christians are no better than he is. 
It is probable that he will continue to 
flatter himself, till his iniquity be found 
to be hateful; for, those who trust in a 
false hope,eare not likely to be alarm- 
ed by what is said to sinners; those 
who think there is no need of being 
born again, will not be likely to change 
their course; those who think it is ve- 
ry easy to be christians, will be likely 
to neglect it; those who think they 
shall be better disposed hereafter, will 
be likely to wait for that time to come; 
those who depend upon repenting at 
death, will be likely to wait till then; 
and those who think christians are no 
better than themselves, will be likely 
to think so tillthey die. ITniquity will 
be found to be hateful to God, when 
he punishes it; hateful to all holy be- 
ings, when they approve of that pun- 
ishment; and hateful in its consequen- 
ces to sinners, when they find it has 
destroyed them for ever. 

78. No. 74, repeated. 

79. Extemporary remarks on Isaz- 
ah 55. God invites sinners to accept 
of the mercy which is freely offered, 
through Christ, on condition of forsak- 
ing their wicked ways; he promises a 
free and full pardon to such as com- 
ply; he warns them of the time when 
he will not be found; and expostulates 
with them on the folly of bestowing their 
jabour for that which will not satisfy. 

80. Give’ us help from trouble; for 
vain is the help of man. 

The church is often in trouble, from 
divisions among its members; from 
their neglect of christian ordinances; 
neglect of secret duis, self-examina- 
{ion, prayer, study of the scriptures; 
from their backsliding; worldly mind- 
edness; levity; evil speaking; from, the 
opposition of the wicked, their flat- 
teries and frowns; from the inef- 
ficacy of the means ef grace: and 


| things the church is often in trouble, 
|for themselves, their children, their 

neighbours, the cause of God in the 

world, and for the honour of his great 
jname. God alone is able to give help; 
tor, none is to be expected from the 
| wicked; good men cannot be depend- 
ed on, to convert sinners; means can- 
| not be depended on, without God; he 
| alone has sufficient wisdom, goodness, 
|| and power. When have the church 
| reason to expect help from God ? 
Not when they are unwilling to have 





| it; nor when they are insensible of 
| their need; ner when they are dispo- 
sed to depend on themselves; on the 
| wicked; on other christians; nor when 
| they refuse to ask; nor when they ask 
wiih improper motives; nor when they 
‘refuse to use the means which God 
has appointed; but, when they ac- 
knowledge him as their only hope and 
helps turn to him with the whole heart: 
and seek to him as he requires. In 
| such ciréumstances there is reason to 
| hope he will help his church, because, 
| this will make it known that he is the 
| Lord; teach his people their obliga- 
| tions to him; and where to go in time 
of need; and it will abase the crea- 
/ture, and exalt himself. This reason- 
ing is confirmed by facts, as the case 
of Moses, atthe Red Sea, and when 
| attacked by Amalek, and the deliver- 
‘ance of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. 20. 
| Are we not surrounded with troubles? 
| Have we not yet learned that all crea- 
‘ture help is vain? Is it not time to be 
awake to our true situation, and look 
to God for help? How many are go- 
ing to destruction; how short our time 
is; how soon will it be too late! 
81. Repent ye; for the kingdom of 
| heaven is at hand. 
| Extemporary. Nature of true re- 
pentance, as distinguished from false; 
and motives to the performance of the 








a: 


duty, with exhortations to an immedi- 
ate compliance. 

82. Extemporary remarks on Rom. 
3. 1—19. The nature and extent of 
human depravity; the justice of the 
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sinner’s condemnation; and the im- | 
portance of turning to Ged, without 
delay. 

83. The same, repeated. 

84. And they shall teach my peo- 
ple the difference between tie holy and 
profane, and cause ihem to discern be- 
tween the unclean and the clean. 

That there is a radical diflerence 
between the true and the false in reli- 
gieus experience, appears, from the 
different ideas entertained of the ob- 
jects of religious afiections, God, 
Christ, sin and holiness, the way ot 
salvation, the nature of a change of 
heart; from the different relations which 
are given by those who think they 
have “experienced religien; from what 
the scriptures § say about our being de- 
ceived, and deceiving ourselves, about 
the stony ground hearers, the ten vir- 
gins, the ‘hope of the hypocrite, the 
plea of “Lord, Lord,” &c.3; and trom | 
the permanent etiec i of different kinds | 
of experience. In what does that dil- | 
ference consist? Not in the degree of | 
feeling manifested, for both excite the 


fe elings, and the false may, in as high | 


a degree as the trues but, true religion 
is disinterested, while fa sls re ligion is | 
selfish; in the true, God is loved for | 
what he is, in the false, for what 1s to | 
be gained by its true reli cion leads to | 
obe di ence from a sense of duty, false 
religion leads to an external compli- 
ance from motives of interest. It is 
the duty of ministers to teach their 
people to discriminate between true 
and false religion; for, if people do not 
know how to do it, they will be ex- 
finally 
ane fatally the church may be fil led | 
up with false professors; alle xper imen- | 


| 


tal religion wiil Ge in danger of falling 
into contempt; christians wiil be likely’ 
to give a wrong direction to their ef- | 
forts to increase religion in themselves, | 
and others, cultivating what is wrong, | 
and neglecting what is right; minis- | 
ters are commanded to do it, in the | 
text and elsewhere; there is great dan- 
ger that people will not discriminate; 


they are naturaliy indolent and un- | 








| 
| 
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| 


| 
faithful, and the great adversary is ev- | 
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er ready to lead them astray; he knows 
that the prévalence ef a ialse religion 
is the most effectual hindrance of the 
true. ‘Then, it is the duty of people 
to learn how to discriminate, minis- 
ters cannot teach, if people will not 
learn; it is the duty of ministers to 
give their people discriminating views 
of the objects of religious affections; 
those who most faithfully teach their 
people to discriminate, will have the 
understanding and conscience of their 
people on their side, in the great day, 
if not before; their people may be 
blinded for a time, but cannot be al- 
ways. All the foregoing remarks will 
apply to revivals of religion, which 
are made up oi individual cases of ex- 
perience, and as itis probable that no 
man’s experience IS So genuine as not 
to have a mixture of that which is 
false, it is probably so with revivals; 
and they will be likely to be more or 
less genuine, as the people discrimin- 
ate more or less. We can account 
tor it, that some, whe uviformly pray 
for revivals, aie, nevertheless, repre- 
sented by many, as opposed to revi- 
vals; they try to discriminate; and 
while they pray that true religion may 
be revived and increased, they pray 
that false religion and delusion may 
be restrained; and hence, those who 
believe and advocate false religion re- 
present them as opposed to revivals. 
We can account for the fact, that those 
who are unwilling to discriminate, are 
unwilling to have others do it, because 
it condemns their practice; and it is 
| natural that those who have an inter- 
est in the circulation of counterfeit 
money, should be unwilling to have 
the public taught how to distinguish 
the counterteit frem the genuine cur- 
rency. Let us feel the importance of 
discriminating in our own experience, 
and in that of others; it will be of no 
use te knew how to distinguish the 
true from the false, if we have nei- 
ther; the use of knowing, is, to prac- 
tise. Itis the duty of every one to be 
in the lively and vigorous exercise of 
true religion; and it is the duty of ev- 
ery church to have a sevival of true 
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religion all the time. Let us pray for 
a revival of true religion all the time. 
Let us pray for a revival of true reli- 
gion among us, and endeavour to pro- 
mote it by the faithful use of all the 
means of God’s appointment. 

85. No. 8, repeated. 

£6. Extemporary remarks on Rev. 
16. 12—14; to show, that a great in- 
crease of error and false religion is to 
be expected, in order to prepare the 
way for the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty; in which his enemies 
are to be swept from off the earth, 
that it may be given to the meek for 
their possession: and the consequent 
duty of christians to be awake and 
active, in promoting 
Christ, and in guarding themselves 
and others against the seductions of 
error. 

87. I have put off my coat; how 
shall I put it on? 

There are several things which ev- 
ery christian is bound to do, to pro- 
mote a revival of religion: He is bound 
to consider the importance of having 
a revival, to the church, to individuals. 
and for ‘the honour of God; he is 
bound to consider his responsibility to 
God, and his fellow creatures; to look 
carefu!'y into the state of his own soul; 
to repent of his sins, and remove his 
stumbling blocks, and cease to hinder 


the success of the gospel; to be in the | 


lively and vigorous exercise ef love to 


Goa, to his brethren, and to others; to | 


do every thing so as to manifest the 
spirit of meekness, forbearance, humil- 
ity, and self-diflidence; to guard against 
every thing which tends to divert at- | 
tention from the great concern; to pray 
earnestly and perseveringly for the 
Spirit; and to study the werd of God, 
and follow it. What are vour exca- 
ses, for neglecting these duties? Do 
you say, | am but an individeal, end 
cannot do much? 
has now been pointed out. Do 
say, it belongs to others to promote a 
revival, more than to me? 
cannot preduce a revival in vou, with 
out your doing these things. Do you 


say, others will not do their part, if J i sled because of his mercy. 


the cause of 


You can de what | 
you | 


Others |} 
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They will be more 
De you say, I am so occu- 
You 


can find time for what you think most 


should do mine? 
likely to. 
pied, that I cannot find time? 


important. Do you say, others do so 
wrong, that there is no hope of success? 
It would be a dreadful conclusion, to 
determine to sin, because others do. 
Do you say, lam waiting for a change 
of circumstances, when I intend to do 
my duty? ‘To do what has been poin- 
ied out, is the readiest way to produce 
| a favourable change; to refuse, is to 
make more work for repentance. Do 
you say, the means which I think best 
are not used? Others must act accor- 
ding to their sense of duty; and you 
know it is your duty to do what has 
| been now pointed out. We see, that, 
| since it is the duty of every christian 
| to do what has been pointed out, it is 
| the duty of every church to have a re- 
| vival; if these things were done, that 
| would be a revival. Where there j Is NO 
revival at all, every christian must be 
‘in fault. How shall we answer it to 
God, for the state in which we are, 
jthis day? Let us prepare to give an 
an 
| [’xtemporary remarks on Acts 
1 2. T he day of pentecost; what truths 
iE. 
& 
| 
| 





Peter preached; what effect was pro- 
duced; what directions he gave. It is 
se o follow the same example. 

. The carnal mind is enmity 
against God. 

[Outlines from Edwards.] That 
the temper of the unregenerate is en- 
i inity against God, appears, from their 

conduct towards him; towards his Sons 
‘towards his people; his law; towards, 
| the doctrines he has revealed; from 
‘their inclination to love ide!s; and 
from express deciarations of scripture. 
| Their enmity against God is total; 
/oreater than towards any other being; 
and it is morial enmity, seeking his 
life. Ts this your temper? Do you 
1 thus hate God?) What can he do 
| with your How will yeu escape? 

| The unregenerate are enemies to 
| God, ir rhe he is holy; just; im par 
{ ‘tial; 


because he acts as a sovereign; 
Some 
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think this cannot be true, because they 
do not feel sensible of such hatred to 
God; but they de not know their own |, 
hearts; some say, they feel great re- 
spect for God; but it is slavish re 
some say, they do many things witha 
view to please him; but it is for what | 
they hope to gain by it. If sinners 
hate God, it is all impertant that they | 
should be made to see its it is unkind, | 
in any who knew it, and do nottry to | 
help them to see its it is not enoi igh to 
tell sinners they are going to hell, but 
they should be made to see how deep | 
| 
| 
| 





obligations to God for restraining us; 
how dreadful is the condition of the 
unregenerate; how justly may God re- 


a hell, they deserve; how great are our 
fuse to show mercy to them. 


90. Extemporary remarks on Luke 
160. 19—31t. The rich man and 


Lazarus: their different character and 
situation in this world, and the world 
to come. How certain that there is a 
hell for the punishment of the wicked i 
and that its torments will be endless; | | 
how careful ought sinners to be, not to | 
prepare tormentors for themselves, by | 
enticing others to sin; how much to be | | 
preferred on the whole, is the situation | 
of Lazarus; how vain it is to expect, 
that those wie will not regard the warn- || 
ings of the bible, would be persuaded | 
| 
{ 





a 





by Ma ‘rent means. 

When he slew them, then they | 
Wiaed him: and they returned and in- 
quired early after God. And they 
remembered that God was their rock, | 
and the high God their Redeemer. 
Neverihciess they did flatter him with | ; 
their mouth, and they hed unto hin |i 
with their tongues. For their heart | | 
was not right with him, neither were 
they steadfast i in his covenant. 

We have been professing to pray | 
fer an outpouring of the Spirit, and 
using the language of humiliation; but | 
itis a serious and solemn question, 
whether we have been sincere in it. 
Whether we are turning with a right 
heart, or without it, may ve knewn by 
the manner in which we are affecied 
in view of our sins; whether we are 
most affected with the sins of the heart, | 


| 








| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
i 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
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or with outward acts3 with the dishon- 
| our our sin has done to God, or to our- 
|, selves; whether we are afraid ef not 
| confessing enough, or too much; wheth- 
er we estimate the evil ef sin by its be- 
ing against God, or by its consequen- 
ces to the creature; whether we have 
a greater sense of vur own guilt, or 
that of others; whether we are most 
anxious to do better ourselves, or to 
have others; whether we are most as- 
tonished at our own stupidity, or that 
of others; whetaer we think little, or 
much, of our own interest, character, 
reputation, and gratification; whether 
we are mach or little in secret prayer; 
whether we are more affected with re- 
ligious things in private, or in public; 
whether we continue or neglect watch- 
Ing against sins; whether our supposed 
huniility avoids or courts observation; 
whether we put little or much coisfi- 
dence in ourselves; whether we consid- 
er ourselves unworthy or worthy of 
the confidence of others; and whether 
we desire a revival for the honour of 
God, or from selfish motives. Some 
of the consequences of turning with a 
right heart, will be, we shall do hon- 
our to Gods do good to souls; obtain 
the forgiveness of our sins; the Holy 
Spirit will dwell in us; we shall enjoy 
the light of God’s countenance; we 
shall be useful to the church; and 
pray so asto prevail. Some of the 
consequences of turning without a 
right heart, will be, we may impose 
upon ourselves permanently; on oth- 
ers, for a time; while our apparent re- 
formation lasts, we may do some good 
to others; but, we shall not be likely 
to impose upon others very long; we 
shall dishonour God still. tuore; do 
more injury to souls; to the church; 
tempt others to grieve the Spirit from 
them; we shall not impose upon God; 
nor receive the pardon of our sins; we 
shall add greatly to our guilt; and the 
great day will expose us, in all our de- 
formity, to the view of the whole ani- 
verse, to be abhorred of God, despis- 
ed by all good beings, and to be the 
scorn and derision of devils for ever. 
Let us examine ourselves, and pray 
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God to search us. Let us turo witha | 
right heart, and so seek the Lord that | 
he mi Ly be faund of us. 
92. This is ufe eternal, that the, | 
wiekt know thee the onl: true lod | 
an? 4 sie Carist uvnhoami’: ast sent 1 
To knew God and C hrist, implies, 
an acquaintance with the perfections of | 
God, both natural and moral; with the | 
relations he sustains to us, and we ts | 
him: a cordial reconciliation to Ged; | 
an acquaintance with the way of sal- | 
vation by Christ; and a cordi: al appro- 
bation of it. Eternal life and eternai | 
death are pot mere existence or non- | 
existence: but holiness and hap ypiNness, | 
or sin and misery. Those w ho disap- | 
prove ot the pe rfections of God, can- | 
not be happy in the contemplation of 
them; those who disapprove of the | 
way of salvation by Christ, cannct be | 
artakers of its blessings; to be recon- | 
ciled to God, secures the happasess 0 f 
a rational ionlew. let him be in what 





part of the universe he may; to be re- 
Cones o the way of salvation by 
C hrist, secures the pardon of sin, and | 
acrown of glory. We see shee ne- 
cessity of instruction, and the evil of |) 
ignorance; we see how error destroys 

the soul; men believe in and love a 
false Ged. and do not know. nor love 
the true Go's we see the insufficiency || 
of mere intellectval knowledge, with- |) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


out 2 corresponding state of the heart; I 
we see the aggravated sin of those who | 
reject the light of the gospel, who i 
know God and Christ intellectually, | 
and vet bete them. How important | 
that we should give our hearts to God, |) 
and embrace the gospel without delay. || 
(To be concluded.) {| 

<2 ff 6e 

For the Utiea Christian Repository- | 
EDWARDS ON THINGS TO BE 
IN PROMOTING 


AVOIDED || 
REVIVALS. | 

In the. Repository for May, last, I | 
made a few remarks on the subj ect of 
revivals of religion, and recommenced | 
to my readers a particular attention to 
President Edwards’s 
vivals; and especially his fowrth part, 
“showing what things are to be cor- || 


‘| 
! 
() 
e | 
Thoughts on Ree |) 
i 


thines wherein. they 


'diced the minds of some, 


must 


that he 
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rected or avoided in promoting ihe 
work. Ali who believe in revivals, 
will acknowledge how highly desitubhe 
itis, that every thing eoula be enarc- 
ed against, which has a tendenc y to 
binder the work while in progress, or 
io have an ublaveurable influence up- 
on its sebsequent character and per- 
manent effects. As many may wish 
to have the views of President Ed- 
wards on this important part of the 
suliject, who have not access to his 
works, | bave made the following ab- 
stract ~ his Fourth Part, for leaks in- 
formation. ‘The pages referred te are 
in the Worcester edition of his works, 
vol. 3. A Friend to Revivals. 
In his introductory remarks, he ob- 
serves, that many of ‘the zealous friends 
of the work have heard soe much said 
by opposers about imprudences and 
fisorders, that “they look upon it, that, 
that which is called a being prud nt 
and reg wig is no other than being 
asleep, or cold and dead in religion, 
and thi - the great imprudence that is 
so much cried out of, is only a being 
| alive, and engaged in the things of 
God: and they are therefore rather 
confirmed in any practice,than brought 
off from it, by the clamour ihey hear 
against it, as imprudent and irregular. 
And he thinks, that they had often 
been injurionsly charged as guilty in 
had only done 
their dity3 and that this had so preju- 
that they 
think, that all that was 
errors and impradences, 
have been from an ill -pirit, and 


were ready ta 
said about 


| ° 
thus had been confirmed in those things 


which were realiy wrong, 

Iie notices it, as a commen device 
of the great adversary, when he can 
no longer keep men quiet atid secure, 
to drive them into as many excesses 
and extravagances as possibiles end 
thinks that it has been by this means 
has commonly prevailed 
against revivals of retigion in all ages; 
and that if was a master piece of his 
policy, i: the early davs of the chris- 


tian church, to bring on the great an- 
tian apostacy, by making use of 


techris 
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‘the indiscreet zeal of christians, to 


drive them into these three extremes of || 


enthusiasm, superstition, and seé reraty | 
towards opposers; which should be | 


enough for an everlasting warning to | 


the christian church. 


He thinks that the main strength of | 
the devil, in a time of revival, wiil be |! 


tried with the friends of religion, to 
mislead them}; < 


son, that seems te have a great hand in 
the attr, may do inore, aad Sa- 
tan’s being too subtle for him, to tinder 
the work, than a hundred great, and 
strong,and open opposers.” He there- 
fore exhorts all who are active in the 
work, “to be exceedingly circumspect 
and vigilant, diffident and jealous of 


chacnecteus ” and warns them of the | 


danger of “despising admonition and 
correction, being confident that they 


must be in the right, because they are. 


so full of the Spirit; ” and of thinking 


that “they are in no danger of going 
astray, or being misled by the devil, 


because they are so near to God.” 
And adds, “ior persons in such a 


confidence, to cease to be jealous of | 
, and to neglect watchful- || 


themselves 
ness and care, is a presumption by 
which I nave known 
ensnared.”” 
ror and sin in some persons, at this 
day, that they are fixed in thetr way, 
in some things that others account er- 
rors, and will not hearken to admoni- 
tion and counsel, but are confident 
that they are in the right of it, in those 
practices that they find themselves dis- 
posed to, because God is much with 


them, and they have great degrees of 


Oo 


~~ e 


the Spiritof God.” Pages 217— 


In entering upon the subject, he. 


proposes to notice, 

“T, The causes whence the errors 
that attend a great revival of religion 
usually arise;” and some of the errors 
that grow out of them. And here, he 
mentions, 

“1, Undiscerned spiritual pride. 
This is the main door by which the 
devil cames into the hearts of those 
that are zealous for the advancement 


and that when he ean | 
succeed in this, ‘one truly josie per- | 


many woiully | 
“itis therefore a great er- | 
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| of religion; it is the chief inlet of smoke 


from the bottomless pit, to darken the 
mind, and mislead the- judgment.” 
He thine that sometimes persons are 
| injuriously charged with spiritual pride, 
by those who are, at heart, enemies to 
1 

} 





vital piety; but cautions thes against 
concluding itis so in all things, be- 
| cause it is so in some, and. thus blind- 
| ing their eyes from beholding what 
there is of this nature in their hearts, 
' He speaks of the difficulty persons 
| have jn discerning their own spiritual 
| pride, because it “consists very much 
in a high conceit of these two things, 
| namely, their haké and their humility; 
i both which are a strong prejudice 
| again ist a diseovery of their pride.” 
‘The very nature of it is, to work seli- 
| confidence, and drive aw ay seli-difli- 
| dence, and jealousy of any evil of that 
| kind.” He mentions the distinguished 
| privileges and high honours, to which 
| God admitted some,as furnishing great 
temptations to that sins and says, “let 
no such therefore, nowever eminent, 
and however near to God, think them- 
selves out of danger of this: he that 
thinks himself most out of danger.is in- 
deed most in danger.” 229-226, 
He then mentions some of the ways 
in which spiritual pride was manifest 
ed; as, by speaking of the faults of 
others with bitterness or contempt, by 
| being apt, to suspect ethers, “and to 
| be much jn ebserving how cold and 
| dead they be, and crying eut of them 
| for its and to be Sharply reproving 
‘them for their being so cold and life- 
I less.” By speaking ef what “they 
see amiss in others, in the most harsh, 
severe, and terrible langvage;” saying 
of “others’ opinions, or conduct, er 
advice, or ef their coldness, their si- 
their caution, their moderation, 
their prudence, that they are from the 
devil, or from hell; that such a thing 
is devilish, or hellish, or cursed, and 
| that such persons are serving the dev- 
} i]. or the devilis in them; so that the 
| words devil and heli are almost con- 
| tinually in their mouths;”? sometimes 
using such eee “towards 
scrs of the gospel, and others thiat 


lence 
lence, 


te 


} © ven 
is mint 
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are very much their superiors;” and 


looking upon it “as a virtue, and high | 


attainment, thus to behave themselves,” | 
pleading that none but hypocrites, or | 
cold and dead christians would take 
offence at it? in view of which, he 
says, “what a strange device of the | 
devil is here, to overthrow all christian 
meekness and gentleness, and even all 
show and appearance of it, and to de- 
file the mouths of the children of God, | 

and to introduce the language of com- 
mon sailers among the followers of | 
Christ, under a cloak of high sanctity | 


and zeal and boldness for Christ!” | 


227—231. 
Spiritual pride often disposes per- 
sons to singularity in external appear- | 
ance, to affect a singular way of speak- | 


ing, to use a different sort of dialect i 


from others, or to be singular in voice, 
or air of countenance or behaviour.” | 
It “disposes persons to affect separa- | 
tion, to stand at a distance from oth- || 
ers, as better than they, and loves the 


show and appearance of the distinc- | 


tion.” He says, “the eminently hum- 


ble christian is as it were clothed with 
lowliness, mildness, meekness, gentle- | 
ness of spirit and behaviour, and with | 
a soft, sweet, condescending, winning 
air, and deportment. Pure christian 
humility has no such as roughness, or 
contempt, or fierceness, or bitterness, | 
in itsnature. If there had been, con- 
stantly und universally observable 
such a behaviour as this, in itinerant 
preachers it would have terrified the 
consciences of sinners, ten times as 
much as all the invectives, and the 
censorious talk there has been con- 
cerning particular persons, for their | 
opposition, hypocrisy, delusion, phar- 
isaism, &c. ‘These things in veneral 
have rather stupified sinners’ conscien- 
ces.” 281—233. 

“Spiritual pride takes great notice 
of opposition and injuries that are re- 
ceived, and is apt to be often speaking 
of them, and to be much in taking no- 
tice of the aggravations of them, either 
with an air of bitterness or contempt. 
There has been a great deal too much 
talk of late, among many of tlhfe true 


Edwards on things to be avoided in promoting Revivals. 


and zealous friends of religion about 
opposition and persecution. It is not 
| beautiful, at such a time, to have pul- 
pit and conversation ring with the 
| sound, persecution, persecution, or 
with abundant talk about Pharisees, 
carnal persecutors, and the seed of the 
serpent. Meekness' and quietness 
among God’s people, when opposed 
and reviled, would be the surest way 
to have God : appear for their defence. 
if we go on ina way of bitterness and 
high censuring, it will be the way to 
have him rebuke us, and put us to 
shame before ourenemies.” He ob- 
i serves, that humility would improve 
} reproaches by self-examination, while 
‘| spiritual pride would be likely to lead 
| to greater lengths in those things which 
were blamed. 234—236. 

“Another effect of spiritual pride is 
'a certain unsuitable and self- confident 
boldness before God and men;” ap- 
| pearing in the want of a proper rever- 
ence for God, and of a proper sense 
| of his awful majesty, and of the awtul 
distance between God and men; and 
lat also, in the neglect of that respect and 
} ‘honour which the scriptures require to 
| be paid to those who are superiors in 
age or station. He says, “it is well, 
| if that very fear and shamefacedness 





| 


















which the apostle recommends, has 
not sometimes been condemned, under 
fear of man.” 
' “Some have been bold in some things 
that have real! yv been errors; and have 
eloried in their boldness in practising 
| them, though condemned as odd and 
it 

i irregular. “And those that have gone 
| the createst leneths in these things, 
i| 
| 
{ 
i} 
‘ 


| the name of a cursed 


| 
} 
| 
\} 


have been by some most highly es- 


| teemed; and others that have. profes- 
| sed to be godly, that have condemned 
| such things, have been spoken of as 
| enemies of the cross of Christ, or at 
|| least as very cold and dead.” 236— 
|| 238. 
| “Another effect of spiritual pride is 
assuming.” THe mentions this as ap- 
pearing, in a person ’s speaking and 
acting as though it belonged to him, ia 
a special manner, to be noticed and 


regarded, taking all that respect that 
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1s paid him, as if it were his right, 
and being offended if it is withheld; 
putting on the airs of a master, to 
whom it belongs to dictate and decide; 
and instead of appearing to want the 
help of every body else, as the humble 
man does, supposing that every body 
wants his help. He cautions such to 
beware of the sin, by which Moses, 
though the meekest man that ever liv- 
ed, forfeited the privilege of leading 
Israel into Canaan and which led him, 
with an assuming air, and with bitter- 
ness of spirit, to say, “Hear now, ye 
rebels, must we fetch water out of this 
rock?” And he thinks the caution 
was especially needed by such as had 
been greatly succeeded in their labours, | 
which had drawn the eyes of many 
npon them, and made people flock af- 
ter them, and resort to them as ora- 
cles, and be ready to adore them, as it 
was with Paul and Barnabas at Lys- 
tra. And he cautions them to take 
warning by the example of Uzzah, || 
who, though he had a real concern 
for the ark, was too officious, and took | 
that upon himself which belonged to 
others, and was struck dead for his 
presumption. He says, “if young 


dispose them expecially to treat aged 
ministers with respect and reverence, 
as their fathers, notwithstanding that 
a sovereign God may have given them 
greater assistance and success than 
they have had.” And he refers to 
the divine directions, in 1. Pet. 5. 5. 
and Lev. 19. 32. He also mentions, 
us a mark of spiritual pride, the dis- 
position to treat with neglect such as 
were esteemed carnal mei, who made 
inguiries respecting the work, and sta- 
ted objections to it, refusing to enter 
into any discussion with them or to 
give them explanations and reasons; 
whereas he thinks such explanations | 
and reasens ought to be given, in the | 
spirit of meekness, even to opposers, 
if they ask it, agrecably tothe Speatsn- 
ic direction, 1. Pet. 3.15, and Tim. 2. 
24, 25. Paves 238—2483 

«9. Another thing, from itil er- 
rors in conduet, that attend such a re- 


| 
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vival of religion, do arise, is wrong 
principles. 

“And one erroneous principle, than 
which scarce any has proved more 
mischievous to the present glorious 
work of God, is a notion that it is 
God’s manner, now in these days, to 
guide his saints, at least some that are 
more eminent, by inspiration, or im- 
mediate revelation, ays! to make known 
to them what shall come to pass here- 
after, or what it is his will that they 
should de, by tmpressions that he by 
his Spirit makes upon their minds.” 
He says, “By such a notion the devil 
has a great door opened for him; 
and he shows, that, by this means, Sa- 
tan may set up himself as the guide 
| and oracle of God’s people, may lead 
them to despise the bible, asyexperi- 


} 
ence hadshown, may lead them to de- 


fend and support ail errors, to reject 
the counsel and advice of others, and 


| to imagine themselves infallible, as 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


“cuided by the immediate counsels ‘and 
commands of the great Jehovah.” 
He says, “this great work of God, has 
been exceedingly hindered by this er- 
ror; and until we have quite taken 


this handle out of the devil’s hands, 
ministers had great humility, it would |) the work of God will never go on 


{ 


do still. 
devil knows 
_by it, that makes him exceeding loth 


without great clogs and hindrances: 
but Satan will always have a vast ad- 
vantage in his hands against it, and as 
he has improved it hitherto, so +h will 
And it is evident that the 
the vast advantase he has 


to let go his hold.” 


He men: 


943, 244. 
ions the strange disposi- 


‘tion many have, to embrace and hold 


fast this delusion, and expresses his 
astonishment that ‘the eyes of all are 
not opened, by the multiplied failures 
of such supposed revelations: and asks, 
“why cannot we be contented with the 
| divine oracles? Why should we desire 
'to have any thing added to them, by 
empulses from above? Why should 
not we rest in that standing rule that 
God has given to his church, which 
the apostle teaches us is surer than a 
voice from heaven?” He mentions 
some who had such impressions made 
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by texts of scripture, and shows that 
they are no beiter on that acconnt.- 


He takes notice of the argument which | 


was used to defend the notion of being 
guided by wapressinns, from what is 


said by the apostle of be ing led by the || 


Spirit; and shows that it was a gra- 
cious leading, of which the apostle was 
speaking, from the sanctilying opera- 
lions of the Sputt which are common 
to all christians, and are superior to 
inspivation, which was given to some 
wicked men in former tines. He 
speaks of some who sought after the 
spirit of inspiration to assist in their 


pravers and preaching, by the imme- | 


diate suggestion or dictation of matter 
and words, and shows how far infe- 
rior it would be, if it could be had, to 
his sanctifying influences. He ob- 
serves that many lav themselves open 
to a delusion of the devil, 
themselves to be led about by him at | 
bis will, by expecting direction from 
heaven, through impulses and impres- 
sions, so that they are ready to follow 
the first extraordivary impulse Satan 
may please to make, in the full confi- 
dence that it is a direction from God. 
weet dhe 
And i 


1 showing further how some 


good men have been — into tuls | 
deiusion of believing in new revela- | 


tions, he says, 

“Many true and eminent 
have been led into” mistakes 
shores, by arguing too mach from that, 
that they have pr ayed in faith. 
that their 


prayer is accepted and 


heard,and that God will give agracious | 


answer, eccording to his own wisdom, 
and that the particular thing that was 
asked shall be given, or that which is 
equivalent. ‘This is a just conse- 
quence from it; buat it is not inferred 
trom any new revelation now made, 
bat by the revelation that is made in 
God’s word. Bat, that God will an- 
swer them ia that individual thing that 
they ask, if it be not a thing promised 
in God’s word, or that they do net 


certainly know that it is that which 
good af God’s 


will be most for the 
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and expose | 


saints || 
and |! 


‘That | 
they have thus prayed is a sure sign | 





| church,and the advancement of Chris: 


t’s 


| kingdom and glory, is more than can 


| be justly coneluded from it’’* He 
| goes on to show some grounds of 
EReenalind probability,” in some ca. 
ses than in others, that the thing ask- 
ed for with a humble faith in the di- 
vine sufficiency, will be granted; 
which aflord a person “a great deal 
more reason to hope that God will 
vrant that mercy, than otherwise he 
would have.” But, even with regard 
to the grounds of this hope, he says, 
“there are many ways persons may be 
misled and deluded. "Phe ground on 
which some expect that they shall re- 
ceive the thing they have asked for, is 
irather a strong imagination, than any 
trac humble faith in the divine sufii- 
| 


iciency. ‘They have a strong persua- 
| sion that the thing asked shall be grant- 
red, (which they ‘an give no reason 
1 for, ) without any remarkable discove- 
iry of that glory and fulness of God, 

jand Christ, that is the ersund of faith. 
|And sometimes the confidence that 
| persons have that their prayers. shall 
ibe answered, is only a self-righteous 
confidence, and no tree faith: they 
|have a high conceit of themselves as 
J eminent saints, and special favourites 
of Ged, and have also a high conceit 
ofthe prayers they have made, because 
they were much enlarged and effected 
in thems and hence they are positive 
‘in it that the thing will come to pass. 
| And sometimes when once they have 


* President Edwards has been claimed, bv 
rdvoeate for that notion cf ‘the 
pray: rr OF faith which teaches, that the very 
thing prayed fer im faith rt tainly be granted. 
| But, his expressions, “or that which is eguiv- 

alent—accor ding to his cwn wisdom’ 


come 2s an 


" 
Wier & oC 


—and 


i supposition that we may not cert: unly k now 


God's chureh, all go to contradict that idea. 


| 
| And the design and s¢ ‘ope of his nem t con- 
it tradicts it more fore ibly still, For he is labour- 
‘ing to expose the delusion of imagining that we 
| can foretel future events, or determine our du- 
| ty, by any or limgs or impressions which we 
have. But, he believed that every thing 
| praved for i m faith would certainly be granted, he 
| must have believed that when this was done, 
| the event might be as certuinly foretold, as it 
|‘ could have been by the ancient prophets, and 
; our own nnpressions or feelings would be the 
' evidence of it. . 









that what we pray for is most for the good of 
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conceived such a notion, they grow 
stronger and stronger in it; and this 
they think is from an immediate di- 
vine hand upon their minds to strength- 
en their confidence; whereas it is only 
by their dwelling in their minds on 
their own ‘excellency, and high expe- 
riences, and great assistances, whereby 
they look brighter and brighter in 
their own eyes. Hence it is sound ob- 
servation and experience, that nothing 
in the world exposes so much to en- 
thusiasm as spiritual pride and self- 
righteousness.” He thinks, that in 
order to “judge of the probability of 
the bestowment of the individual mer- 
cy sought, many things must be con- 
sidered;’”? and says, “there is nothing 
of greater importance in the argument 
than the degree of humility, poverty of 
spirit, self-emptiness, and resignation 
to the holy will of God, which God 
gives us the exercise of, in seeking 
that mercy. And he concludes, that, 
because some eminent saints in for- 
mer times have had some remarkable 
answers to their prayers, when they 
have been made in the exercise of such 
affections, they have been thus led into 
the mistake of supposing that they re- 
ceived special communications from 
heaven, like the prophets and apostles 
of old. 251—255. 

Another erroneous principle that 
some have embraced, that has been a 
source of many errors in their conduct 
is, that persons ought always to do 
whatever the Spirit ef God (though 
but indirectly) inclines them to.” He 
thinks a man may have a good dispo- 
sition, through the sanctifying influen- 
ces of the Spirit; and yet through some 
blindness, inadvertence, deceit, or cor- 
ruption, give a very wrong direction 
to his cenduct; as a man may have 
a sincere good will to his neighbour, 
and yet kill him with kindness. By 
the operation of this principle, a minis- 
ter, who deeply feels the deplorable 
condition of sinners, may be led to ex- 
ert himself beyond his strength, to the 
destruction of his health and usefulness; 
laymen may be led to invade the office 
of the minister; and women and chil- 
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dren may be led to do that which is 
contrary to proprieiy and the word of 
Ged, and which is adapted “to do 
ten times as much hurt as geod.” 255 
—257. . 
“Another wrong principle from 
whence have arisen errors in con- 
duct, is, that whatseever is found to be 
of present and immediate benefit, may 
and ought to be practised, without look- 
ing forward to future consequences.” 
He supposes that those things which 
are in themselves duties, required by 
moral rules, ought always to be done, 
leaving the consequences to God; but 
in things which are matters of discre- 
tion, future consequences ought to be 
considered, as well as present benefit. 
He shows that the work of the ministry 
is in scripture compared to those em- 
ployments which require a wise provi- 
sion for future consequences. He 
thinks that, from this principle, some 
ministers had been too careless how 
much they discomposed the minds of 
natural men, and how great an uproar 
they raised. He shows that we are 
commanded “to walk in wisdom to- 
wards them that are without; and to 
avoid giving offence to others, if we 
can, that our good may not be evil 
spoken of.” He says, “the necessity 
of sufiering persecution, in order to be 
a true christian, has undoubtedly by 
some been carried to an extreme, and 
the doctrine has been abused.” And 
he thinks that some so gloried in per- 
secution, as had the appearance of lift- 
ing up themselves in it, as a mark of 
superior excellence; and that such no- 
| tions prevailed on the subject, as bad 
| a tendency to lead those, who wished 
| to be thought highly of, to take pains 
‘to provoke the hatred of the irreligious. 
| He says, “it has almost been laid 
down as a maxim by some, that the 
more division and strife, the better 
sign; which naturally leads persons to 
jseek it and provoke it, by such a 
| roughness and sharpness as tends to 
| raise prejudice and oppesition.” And 
he adds, “I believe that if the rules of 
christian charity, meekness, gentleness, 

1 and prudence, had been duly observ- 
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ed by the generality of the zealous 
promoters of this work, it would have 
made three times the progress that it 
has.” Under this head of the care- 
lessness of future consequences, he 
speaks of the introduction of things 
new and strange,which have a tenden- 
cy to shock and surprise people; and 
thinks it ought not to be done without 
great Caution and moderation, and so 
as not to violate the rule against put- 
ling new wine ftinto old bottles; a 
rule which tlie apostles carefully re- 
garded, but which indiscreet zeal is 
very apt to break over. He says, “it 
is a vain prejudice that some have 


lately imbibed against such rules of 


prudenee and moderation: they will 
be forced to come to them at last. 
And if they will not hearken before, 
experience will cenvince them, when 
it will be too late to rectify their mis- 
take.” 257—264. 

“Another error, that is of the nature 
of an erroneous principle, that some 
hive gone upon, is a wrong notien 
that they have of an attestation of di- 
vine providence to persons or things. 
We go too far when we look upon the 
success that God gives to some per- 
sons, In making them the instruments 
of deing much good, as a@ testimony of 
God’s approbation ef those persons, 
and all the courses they take. It is a 
main argument that has been made use 
of to defend the conduct of some of 
those ministers that have been blamed 
as imprudent and irregular, that God 
has smiled upon them, and blessed 
them, and given them great suecess 
ana that however men charge them 


’ 
aS 


guilty of many wrong things, yet it is | 


evident that God is with them, and then 
who can be against them?” 


the instance of Jacob, who obtained 
the blessing, by that “which from be- 


ginning to end, was a deceitful, lying | 


contrivance and proceeding of his;” 
and bv the instance of Judas, who had 
the extraordinary influences of the 
Spirit of God, by which he wroughs 
miracles and cast out devils, though at 
the same time he was a thief anda 
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He shows | 
the fallacy of such a conclusion, by | 





traitor at heart. He observes, that the 
word, and not the providence of God, 
is the rule by which we are to judge; 
and says, “‘it is to be feared that some 
have been greatly confirmed and em- 
boldened by the great success that God 
has given them, in some things that 
have really been contrary to the rules 
of God’s holy word. If it has been so, 
they have been guilty ef presumption, 
and abusing God’s kindness to them.’’ 
fle speaks of sume who concluded 
that they were right in that for which 
they were blamed, because at the time 
of doing it they enjoyed the special 
comforts of Ged’s Spirit; and shows 
that no such conclusion can be drawn, 
without justifying the polygamy of 
David, and Solomon’s violetion of 
Deut. 17. 16, 17. And he shows, 
that “if a person has done a thing for 
which he is reproached, and that re- 
proach be an occasion of his feeling 
sweet exercises of grace in his soul,” 
it is no certain evidence of God’s ap- 
proving ef the thing reproached; be- 
cause “a mistake may be the occasion 
of stirring up the exercise of grace, in 
a man that has grace,” 264—2068. 
(To be coneluded.) 
—a— 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
PRAYER OF FAITH. 

T differ from my neighbour on the 
subject of the prayer of faith. He 
appears to think the difference is one 
of very great consequence; and some- 
times uses language which seems to im- 
ply a doubt whether any one can bea 
christian who does not come into his 
views on the subject. T have former- 
ly thought the difference of some im- 
portance, indeed, in its practical influ- 
ence, but not so essential as he ap- 
peared to think it, And when one 
said my neighbour’s view of the 
prayer of faith was a fundamer‘al er- 
ror, and one which was subversive of 
the whole gospel, [thought it rather 
an extravagant speech, and one to 
which [ was net prepared to assent. 
On further examination, however, i 
am disposed to think the difference is 
of more importance than I had been 
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aware of; and that these who set out 
with this difference, and pursue it into 
all its consequences, must be found 
widely asunder in the end, so widely 
as to embrace different gospels, and 
worship different Gods. 

What, then, is the difference with 
which we set out? and how does it 
lead us so widely asunder. 

These questions I will endeavour.to 
answer, according to the best informa- 
tion Lhave. If I should fail of stating 
my neighbour’s views correctly, | liope 
he will point out wherein I fail. J 
shall state them as I suppose them to 
be; and shall be glad to be better in- 
formed, if, in any thing, I misunder- 
stand them. As to the consequences 
to which I think they naturally lead, 
I shall state them as they appear to 
me, without meaning to impute to him 
any more than he avows. If he does 
not avow them all, I hope he will 
show why they are not, as they appear 
to me, the necessary and inevitable | 
consequences of his theory. 

The difference is not whether God | 
is the hearer and answerer of prayer; 
which I believe as fully as he does. 

It is not whether prayer ought to be 
earnest; [ believe, as well as he, that 
we may be as earnest in it, as was the 
Lord Jesus, when the agony of his. 

soul made him sweat great drops of | 
blood falling down to the ground. 

It is not whether prayer ought to 
be persevering and importunate; { 
believe, as well as he, that the parable | 
of the unjust judge ‘and importunate |! 
widow, the friend that wanted to bor- 
row three loaves, and other passaves |) 
of scripture, are intended to teach us 
that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint. 

It is not whether prayer has any 
influence with God to obtain blessings: 

I believe, as fully as he can, that right 
prayer does prevail with God; and 


that every christian, by means of 


prayer, has power with Ged, for the 
use of which he is responsible; and 
that no right prayer is ever made in 
vain,but is always heard and answered. 

It is not whether there is not gene- 


rally more reason to hope for the par- 
ticular blessing prayed for, after it has 
been prayed for aright, than before. 1 
believe that there is a greater probabil- 
ity, in general, that the blessing pray- 
| ed for aright will be granted, than it it 
i had net been thus prayed fer; and 
| that this probability affords more or 
i ess ground for hope that it will be 
| granted, 
| It isnot whether faith in God is es- 
| sential to right prayer; I believe, as 
| well as he, that prayer without faith 
i in God, is ‘but a solemn mock ery of 
| God, and must be offensive to bim. 
| sut, the difference is, as to the na- 
| ture of that faith, He believes that 
s | the faith necessary to prevailing pray- 
|e is a full confidence that God will 
ie oan do the very thing we ask him 
| to do. 
si| 1 think the faith necessary to pre- 
vailing prayer, is a full confidence that 
|| Gad will certainly do what is best, im- 
| plying a willingness that he sh ould, 
| whether it be in granting or denying 
the very thing we ask for. 
: [le thinks we ought to pray for the 
| conversion of a sinner believing that 
i he will be converted; and believing 
so, he thinks is faith; and that if such 
| prayer is made, he wili certainly be 
i _ converted, 

From this IT dissent: And though 
I think there are sometimes greater 
‘reasons to hope for the conversion of 
one sinner then of another, yet I 
| think there is no evidence that a par- 

ticular sinner will certainly be con- 
verted, before he is converted; and 
that, to believe it, without evidence, is 
|not faith but presumption. Thus, 
| what he calls faiuh, and thinks a_ vir- 
tue, [T call presumption, and think a 
sin. 

Uthink that we ought to pray for 
the conversion of a sinner, with great 
earnestness, perseverance, and impor- 
tunity, indeed; but, at the same time, 
with submission, s saying, 7f it be thy 
will, if it be for thy clory, if it seem 
good in thy sight, and the likes be- 
lieving that God will certainly do 
what is best in the case; that he will 
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convert him, if that is best, or that he 
will forbear to convert him, if that is 
best; and choosing to refer it to his 
better judgment. This I think is the 
true expression of faith in God. 

From this he dissents. He thinks 
it wrong to use any ?f in the case; 
and that, to do so, is an expression of 
unbelief. ‘Thus, what I call faith, and 
think a virtue, he calls unbelief, and 
thinks a sin. 

He thinks it the duty of every 
christian to pray in faith for the con- 
version of every sinner; and I think 
so too: but we differ in our explana- 
tions of that duty. 

He thinks that every christian is 
bound to pray for the conversion | 
of every sinner, believing that he | 
will be converted; and that if every | 
sinner is not converted, it is because | 
he has not been thus prayed for; and | 
that his blood is chargeable upon | 
those who have neglected thus to pray 
for him. 

From this I dissent. I think that os 
is no warrant for such a belief in the | 
case of any individual sinner; and 
that it is not faith, but presumption, | 
thus to believe. And 1 think it is a/! 
possible case for a sinner to be lost, | 
who has been prayed for as God re- | 
quires; and for the right prayers which | 
have been made for him, rather to| 
accelerate than retard his destruction. | 

| 


SS 


Tibiak that every christian is bound 
to pray for the conversion of every | 
sinner, believing that God will certain- | 
ly dispose of him as is on the whole 

wisest and best; and committing him | 
into God’s hands thus to be disposed | | 
of, with the expectation that God will || 
save some, for the giory of his merey 
and destroy others, for the glory of is | 
justice; and Without attempting to dic- : 
tate to God what individuals shall | 
compose either class. | 

From this statement I suppose he |, 
would dissent, as altogether inconsis | 

! 








tent with his view of the subject. 

He thinks it is in the power of a 
church to have a_ revival of ia 
at any time, and their duty te have a || 
revival of religion all the time. 
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think so too; and believe that when 
there is no revival of religion in any 
church, that fact proves every member 
of that church to be in fault. But we 
differ in our explanations upon this 
point. 

The principal ground on which he 
would make such a statement, I sup- 
pose, would be, that christians have it 
in their power to procure the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon their brethren 


and upon sinners, by praying for it, be- 


lieving that it will be done. And 
that they may, and ought in this way, 
to carry on the work of converting 
sinners till every one is converted. 

The principal ground on which I 
should make such a statement, would 
be, that every christian grace is volun- 
tary, and that every christian has natu- 
ral power, and it is his duty to bealways 
in the lively and vigorous exercise oi 
every christian grace; and that, when 
this is the case in one christian, that 
constitutes a revival in his hearts and 
when it is the case with the choreh in 
seneral, that constitutes a revival in 
thechurch. And I believe, that where 
there is such a revival in the church, 
it is usually accompanied with the 
conversion of sinners; though I do net 
suppose there is any necessary con- 
nexion between a constant revival ina 
church, and the conversion of all the 
sinners in the place. 

Such is the difference with which 
we set out. Now, let us see how 
widely it will lead us asunder, if we 
each follow our theory into its natural 
consequences. 

It must lead us to judge differently 
of christian character. A christian 
| is a true believers but as we differ as 
to what is faith, we must of cvurse 
differ as to what persons are true be- 
lievers. He appears to doubt wheth- 
er any one can be a christian, whe 
does not come into his views on this 
subject; and T think this is a natural 
consequence of his theory. For itis cer- 
tain that no one can bea christian who 
lives without prayer; and it Is essen- 
tial to real prayer that it be made in 
faith. All prayer made svithout faith, 
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is sin, and needs to be repented of. 

jut faith, he thinks, is believing that 
the very thing asked for will be “done; 
and he thinks that all such prayer is 
effectual to precure the very thing 
asked for. All prayer, then, which 
has not procured the very thing asked | 
for has been sin. And he says he 
condemns all his own prayers, that 
have not been thus made, and proved 
thus effectual. Of course, he must, 
to be consistent, condemn, as no chris- 
tians, all those professors of religion, 
who are living without such prayer. 
And as what he calls faith, and thinks 
a virtue, they call presumption, and 
think a sin; and what they call faith, 
and think a virtue, he calls unbelief, |) 
and thinks a sins it will be perceived 
that the difference is very wide, at the 
out set. If I pray with ne other faith 
than that which is really unbelief, I 
do not really pray at all, and cannot 
be a christian: Or, if he prays with 
no other faith than that which is really 
presumption, he does not pray at all, 
and cannot be achristian. And even 
if I should judge of his christian char- 
acter, by-his own principles, I cannot 
see how’! can believe him to be a 
christian: For, I see him surrounded 
by sinners, who remain unconverted, 
and I hear of his professing to pray 
that I may be converted; and yet I 
remain just as T was. While these 
things are so, if 1 judge according to 
his principles, it appears to me that I 
must conclude he does not pray at all, 
and of course, that he is no christian. 
Tam not, indeed, disposed to judge of 
him, or of others, by such principles, 
because I think they are cyroneous 
principles; but I see not how he can 
avoid these conclusions, without giving 


up his principles. If he has any way of 


doing it, I wish he would inform me. 

Our different views of the prayer 
of faith must lead us to judge differ- 
ently of what it is to be awake, and 
engaged in religion, and of the evi- 
dences of being so. We shall agree, 
that, in order to be awake, and enga- 
ged in religion, faith, as well as every 
other grace must be in lively and vigor- 


} 


| which is essential to prayer. 
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ous exercise and there must be a true 
spiritef prayer. But we must differ in 
our views of the true spirit of prayer, as 
much as we doin our views of that faith 
Aud as 


faith holds so prominent a place among 










| 
| 
| 
truly christian spirit. 
| 
| 


the christian graces, and has so inti- 
mate a connexion with them all, we 
shall be likely to differ as much, ‘with 
repect to all the christian graces, as we 
do in our views of faith. And as what 
I call fatih, he thinks 4s unbelief, and 
what he calls faith, I think is pre- 
|| sumptien.jt is a necessary consequence 
| that we cannot agree as to what it is to 
| be awake. For, the more | have of 
| what I call faith, the more awake | 
think Lam; but he, of course,conciudes, 
that the more i have of what he cails 
unbelief, the more | am out of the way, 
and the farther I am from a truly 
christian spirit. So, the more he has 
of what he calls faith, the mere awake 
he thinks he is; but I, of course, con- 
clude, that the more he has of what I 
call presumption, the mere he is out of 
the way, and the farther he is from a 
And as to the 
evidences of being awake, we should 
probably judge as diflerently as we do 
as to what it isto be awake. This 
might be illustrated by reference to 
many different subjects; but I will 
here mention only one, those doctrines 
of the bible, which exhibit such traits 
of the divine character as are the ob- 
| Jeet of what [call faith. I think it an 
evidence of being awake, if a person 
has a deeper sense of the importance 
| and excellence of those doctrines, and 
a more cordial delight in them, and 
seems to feel their influence more 
strongly. And IJ consider it a mark 
of religious declension, if a person has 
lost his sense of their importance and 
excellence, and takes less delight in 
them, and they seem to have less in- 
fluence upon him. But I should ex- 
pect that his view of this subject would 
be exactly the reverse; and that an in- 
creasing love for those doctrines, he 
would consider a mark of increasing 
declension, and a diminished attach- 
ment to them, if not an evidence, yet 
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an inseparable attendant on being tru- 
ly awake, and engaged in re ligion. 
Our different views of the prayer of 
faith must lead us io judge differently 
of the case ef those who have newly 
eniertained a hope. I think there is 
great danger of their being deceived; 
and deem it necessary, to press upon 
their attention those cautions which 
are found so frequent in the scriptures 
against deceivng the neenitns to Warn 
them of the arts of the great deceiver, 
who transforms himself into an angel 
of light; to exhort them to take heed, 
and to call upon them again and again 
to examine themselves by the word of 
God. I deem it my indispensable du- 
ty, to caution then against trusting in 
a false experience, and to warn them 
against indulging a hope of heaven, 
unless they find the temper of their 
hearts in accordance with the temper 
of heaven, as expressed in the bible; 
unless they delight in Ged, as he exhib- 
its himself in his word; unless they em- 
b:ace the gospel, deny themselves, have 
the same mind that was in Chr ist, and 
are disposed tu walk in his steps by a 
cheerful obedience to all the divine com- 
mands. But I should suppose, that he 
must think all this unnecessary, in the 
case of any whose conversion has been 
prayed for in faith. If christians have 
ouly prayed for their conversion in 
faith, and they have obtained their 
hope under such prayers, there cannot 
be any danger, as I can see,, on his 
principles, of their being deccived. 
When the prayer of faith has been 
made for their conversion, it must be 
wrong for them or others to doubt be- 
fore hand whether they will be con- 
verted, or afterwards whether they 
are rea ally converted. The only thing 
to be inquired about, must be, whether 
the prayer was made in faiths and 
that being ascertained, it will follow, 
of course, that for them to doubt the 
reality of their conversion, or for any 
others to doubt it, must be the dread- 
ful sin of unbelief. And for them, or 
any one else, to look for evidence of | 
their conversion, by examination, or 


by comparing their feelings with the 
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scriptures, or by inquiry into their life 
and conversation, when it has been as. 
certained ihat they were prayed for ip 
faith, must not only be totally unne. 
cessary and useless, but as it would 
imply a want of confidence in the 
prayer, it must be wrong and crimi: 
nal, in a high degree. 

Our different views of the prayer o/ 
faith must lead us, I think, to take a 
different course to promote the conver- 
sion of sinners. | deem it necessaryto 
present tothem those doctrines which 
exhibit the character of God, in order 
that they may see their native opposi- 
tion to it; and especially his justice, 
and his sovereignty, to which they are 
most likely to feel opposition. — | try 
to convince them that they hate God 
and to make them see what they 
him for, and that they are sail con- 
demned for it; and T urge them to sub- 
mit to this God, whom they thus un- 
reasonably hate, and to be reconciled 
to him, and to his disposing of them 
as he p leases. I show them the char. 
acter and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, present the offers of mercy, 
and try to make them see that they are 
without excuse, in not complying with 
those offers without delay. If they 
i me to pray for them, I try to do 

t,as 1 do for myself, with faith in 
God, as I have already explained it. 
| try to make them understand, that I 
feel under obligation to have a higher 
regard to the glory of God than to the 
private good of myself or others, and 
that [ must give thent up to God with 
full confidence in his wisdom and good- 
ness, to save them, if he sees best, or 
to destroy them, if he sees that to be 
best; and that I am bound, and that 
they are bound, to desire Ged to exer- 
cise his justice as well as bis mercy, 
and to make his own selection of the 
subjects of each, according to his own 
superior wisdom. J deem it necessa- 
ry to take this course, because I he- 
| lieve sinners must become reconciled 
to the justice and to the sovereignty of 
God, or be his enemies for ever: And 
I fear, that if these are kept out of 
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they can avoid seeing them, they will 
be likely to think they are reconciled 
to God, when they are not, and perish | 
with a lie in their right hand. But I 
suppose my neighbour’s principles | 
would lead him to ‘take a very diflerent 
course. I conclude he would not 
think it necessary to press upon the 

attention of sinners the doctrines [| 
have mentioned, in order to their con- | 
version; and would probably condemn 








The way to get out of spiritual darl:- 
ness—lIllustrated in the experience 
of John Bunyan, during his impris- 
onment, as related by himseif. 

I was once,says he,above all the rest 
in avery sad and low condition tor ma- 
ny weeks, at which time, I, being a 
young prisoner, and not acquainted 


| with the laws, I had this much lying 


on my spirits, that my imprisonmert 
might end at the gallows for aught 


its being done, as adapted to hinder | that [could tell. Now, therefore, Sa- 
their conversion. Indeed, I see not | tan laid hard at me, to heat nie on of 
how, on his principles, any ‘thing more || heart by suggesting thus unto me: “But 
can be necessary, than for him to pray | how, if, when yeu come indeed to die, 
in faith for their conversien, and have | i; you should be in this (doubting ) con- 
it accomplished accordingly. Or, if) dition, that is, as not to savour the 
any efforts must be joined with prayer, | | things of God, ner to have any evi- 
I see not how any thing mere is neces- | dence upon your soul for a better state 
sary, than for the sinner to be suffi- | hereafter.” | For indeed at that time 
ciently alarmed with a sense of his || all the things of God were hid trom 
danger to ask to be prayed for. If|| my soul:] W herefore, when [ at first 
christians pray for him, with as much || began to think of this it was a great 
earnestness ani confidence as they || trouble to me; for [ thought with my- 
have for others whom he thinks con- || self, that in the condition [ now was, 
verted, he will be likely to think that |! L was not fit . dic; neither indeed did 
he shall of course be converted. This | [ think I could, if I should be called 
thought will give him some relief; and |! to it; besides, { thought with myself 
when he is sensible that he begins to) that if I should make a scrambling 
feel better, that will be likely to make |, shift to climb up the ladder,yet T should 
him think the change is already | either with quaking or other symp- 
wrought, and lead him to express a || toms of fainting, give occasion to the 
hope. And if it is only thought they || enemy to reproach the way of God 
have prayed in faith, the conclusion ! and his people for their timerousness. 
must be, that there is no danger of || This, therefore, lay with great trouble 
mistake. It would be criminal to |) upon me, for methought | was asham- 
doubt, if he has only been prayed for |; ed to die with a pale face and totter- 
in faith. All must be ready to rejoice I ing knees, in such a caseas this. 

with him, and to give thanks to God | Wherefore | prayed to God that 
for his conversion, as no doubt a gen- | he would comfort me and give me 
uine.change of heart. And ithe feels i strength to do and suffer what he 

| 


any hesitation, at any time, he must be |, should call me tog yet no comfort ap- 
reproved for his unbelief, and his |! peared,bui al! continued hid; [was also 
doubts must be ascribed to his listen- jj at this time so really possesse with 
ing to the temptations of the great ad- | the thought of death, that oft 1 was es 
versary. Such a course as this, my || if f was on the ladder, with a rope 
principles lead me to think, is the about my neck, only this was some en- 
readiest way imaginable to deceive | couragement to me, Ethought | might 
souls with a false hope, and destroy || now have an opportunity to speak my 


them for ever. But my netghbour’s ' last words to a multitude, which i tho’t 
principles must, I conclude, lead him || would come to see me die; and the’t 
to think it the readiest way to save |) [,if it must be so, if God will but con- 
them, and that there is no danger at || vert one soul by my last words, 1 shall 


all in the case. GAMMA. 
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not count my iile thrown away nor 
lost. 
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But yet all the things of God were 
kept out of my sight, and still the 
tempter followed me with, “but whith- 
er must you go when you die? whiat 
will become of you? where will you | 
be found in another world? what evi- 
dence have you for heaven and glory, 


are sanctified?” ‘Thus I was tossed 

for many weeks and knew not what 

to do. At last this consideration fell 
with weight upon me, that it was for 
the word and way of Ged, that [ was 
in this condition, wherefore I was en- 
engaged not to flinch a hair’s breadth 
from it. 

I thought also, that God might 
choose whether to give me comfort 
now, or at the hour of death; but I 
might net therefore choose whether | 
would hold my profession or no; I 
was bound, but he was free; yea, it 
was my duty to stand to his word, 
whether he would ever look upon me 
or save me at the /ast; wherefore, 
thougiit I, save the point being thus, I 
am tor going on, and venturing my 
eternal state with Christ, whether [ | 
have comfort here or no; if God doth 





the ladder even blindfold into eterni- 
ty, sink or swim, come heaven, come 
hell, Lord Jesus, if thou wilt catch 
me, do, if not, I will venture for thy 
name. 

{ was no sooner fixed in this reso- 
lution but this word dropped upon me, 
“Deth Job serve God for nought?” 
As if the accuser had said, “Lord, Job || 
is not an upright man, he serves thee 
for thy respects; hast thou not made a 
hedge about him, &c.” “But put 
forth thine hand and touch all that he 
hath and he will curse thee to thy face.” 
How now, thought [, is this the sign 
of an upright soul, to desire to serve 
God when all is taken from him? Is 
hea godly man that will serve God for 
nothing rather than give out? Blessed 
be God, then I hope ‘Thave an upright 
heart, for Ll am resolved, Ged giving 
me strength’ never to deny my pro- 
fession, though I have nothing at all 
for my pains. Agd as I was thus 













and an inheritance among them that | 


Religion of the Pashionable World. 


considering, that scripture was set be. 
fore me: Ps. xliv. 12,19, “'Theu sell- 
est thy people for nought and dost not 
| increase thy wealth by their price; 
| Thou makest us a by-werd among the 
| heathen; a shaking of the head among 
| the peopie: My confusion is continu- 
ally before me, and the shame of my 
face hath covered me: For the voice 
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of him that reproacheth and blasphe- 
| meth, by reason of the enemy and 
| 


avenger. All this is come upon us, 
yet have we not forgotten thee, neither 
ave we dealt falsely i in thy covenant: 
Jur heart is not turned back, neither 
hive our steps declined from thy way, 
though theu hast sore broken us in 
the place of dragons, and covered us 
with the shadow of death.” 

Now was my heart full of comfort, 
for I heped it was sincere. I ‘would 
not or been without this trial for 
much. Iam comforted every time I 
ithink of it; and | hope I shall bless 
God for ever for the teachings | have 
had by it. Many more of “the deal- 
ings towards me | might relate. 
“But these, eut of the spoils, won in 
battle, have I dedicated to maintain 
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net come in, thought I, I will leap off || the ia of God.” 


Bunyan’s Life, p. 250. 
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RELIGION OF THE FASHIONABLE 
WORLD. 
There is so little of the Author of 


Christianity left in his own religion, 
that an apprehensive believer is ready 


‘to exclaim, with the woman at the se- 


i 
| 


| pulchre, “They have taken away my 
| Lord, and I know not where they ‘have 
laid him.” The locality of hell and 
the existence of an evil spirit are an- 
nihilated, or considered as abstract 
ideas. When they are alluded to, it 
is periphrastically; or they are éiscon- 
tinued, not on the greund of their be- 
ing awful and ter rible, but they are set 
aside as topics too vulgar for ‘the pol- 
ished, too illiberal for the learned, 


and as savouring too much of eredull: ; 


ty for the enlightened. 
Hannah More. 
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